

U.S. gunman shot dead 
after holding firefighters 



A police officer clears a path for an ambulance after an 
explosion and gunshots were heard near the scene where a 
man was holding four firefighters hostage Wednesday, April 10, 
2013 in Suwanee, Ga. 
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Thousands rally across 
U.S. for immigration bill 

GARANCE BURKE 
LUIS ALONSO LUGO 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Tens 
of thousands of immigrants 
and activists rallied across 
the U.S. Wednesday in a 
coordinated set of protests 
aimed at pressing Con¬ 
gress to approve immigra¬ 
tion measures that would 
grant 11 million immigrants 
living here illegally a path 
toward citizenship. 

Organizers said demon¬ 
strations were taking place 
in at least 18 states and 
in Washington, where a 
large, festive crowd gath¬ 
ered on the west lawn of 
the U.S. Capitol. “We won't 
win immigration reform just 
coming to Washington. We 
need to walk the streets all 
over the country,” said Ben 
Monterroso, national direc¬ 
tor of civic participation 
of the Service Employees 
International Union, which 
represents nurses and 
lower-wage employees in¬ 
cluding janitors and child 
care workers. In Atlanta, 


more than 1,000 people 
marched around the 
Georgia Capitol Wednes¬ 
day midday, calling for 
comprehensive changes 



Immigration reform 
supporters rally outside U.S. 
Sen. Dianne Feinstein’s office 
Wednesday, April 10, 2013, in 
San Francisco. 

Associated Press 

to immigration policy and 
an end to deportation. 

Continued on Page 4 
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U.S. expected to increase aid to Syrian rebels 



British Foreign Secretary William Hague (right) greets US Secretary of State John Kerry ahead of a 
meeting in the Foreign and Commonwealth Office in central London, Wednesday April 10, 2013. 

Associated Press 


BRADLEY KLAPPER 
JULIE PACE 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Obama administration is 
expected to give Syrian 
rebels broader nonlethal 
military assistance, in¬ 
cluding body armor and 
night-vision goggles, while 
stopping short of providing 
weapons to forces fight¬ 
ing Syrian President Bashar 
Assad. 

The timing and scope of 
the stepped-up aid pack¬ 
age is unclear. President 
Barack Obama has not giv¬ 
en final approval and an 
announcement is not immi¬ 
nent, according to a senior 
administration official, who 
requested anonymity be¬ 
cause the official was not 
authorized to discuss the 
internal deliberations. 
Secretary of State John Ker¬ 
ry, in London on Wednes¬ 
day to meet with Syrian op¬ 
position leaders, hinted this 
week at quick action, say¬ 
ing broader assistance for 
the rebels has been “front 
and center” in administra¬ 
tion discussions in recent 
days. 

“I’m not sure what the 
schedule is, but I do be¬ 
lieve that it’s important for 
us to try to continue to put 
the pressure on President 
Assad and to try to change 
his calculation,” Kerry said. 
With Syria’s civil war in its 


third year, the U.S. and its 
allies are struggling to find 
ways to stem the violence 
that, according to the 
United Nations, has killed 
more than 70,000 people. 
Despite growing interna¬ 
tional pressure, Assad has 
managed to hang on to 
power far longer fhan fhe 
Obama adminisfrafion first 
expected. 

Obama has resisted pres¬ 
sure from members of 
Congress, military leaders 
and his former secretaries 
of state and defense to 


arm the rebels, in part out 
of fear that the weapons 
could fall into the hands 
of fighters who have allied 
with Islamic extremists. 
Underscoring that concern, 
the leader of the most for¬ 
midable rebel group in 
Syria pledged allegiance 
Wednesday to al-Qaida, 
though he distanced him¬ 
self from a claim that his Is¬ 
lamic extremist faction had 
merged with the terrorist 
network’s Iraqi branch. 
Syria’s opposition leaders 
pressed Kerry and Western 
diplomats Wednesday for 


more military equipment, 
according to a senior State 
Department official who 
was present at the talks. 
Kerry told them that the U.S. 
was looking at different op¬ 
tions to help the rebels, but 
made no promises about 
any specific types of future 
aid, said the official, who 
wasn’t authorized to speak 
publicly on the meeting 
and demanded anonym¬ 
ity. 

The secretary also urged 
the opposition to organize 
itself better and said he’d 
attend a meeting April 20 in 


Istanbul bringing together 
the Syrian opposition’s big 
donor nations from Europe 
and the Arab world, the of¬ 
ficial said. 

Among those who attend¬ 
ed Kerry's meeting in Lon¬ 
don Wednesday were the 
Syrian opposition's interim 
prime minister, Hassan Hit- 
to; Vice Presidents Suheir 
Atassi and George Sabra; 
Secretary-General Najib 
Ghadbian; and the opposi¬ 
tion’s envoys to the United 
States and Britain. 

The new nonlethal assis¬ 
tance package being dis¬ 
cussed by administration 
officials would expand on 
the $60 million in aid the 
U.S. announced earlier this 
year. 

That aid included meals 
and medical supplies for 
the armed opposition. 
It marked the first direct 
American assistance to the 
opposition forces trying to 
overthrow Assad, but was 
greeted unenthusiastically 
by some rebel leaders, who 
said it did far too little. 
European and Arab na¬ 
tions have been more ag¬ 
gressive in their assistance 
to the rebels. Britain and 
France have been ship¬ 
ping the opposition armor, 
night-vision goggles and 
other military-style equip¬ 
ment, and are also open to 
the possibility or arming the 
rebelsO 


Survivor of ‘63 US church bombing seeks funds 


JAY REEVES 
Associated Press 
BIRMINGHAM, Alabama 
(AP) — The lone survivor of 
a 1963 Alabama church 
bombing that killed four 
black girls said she wants 
millions in compensation for 
her injuries and won't ac¬ 
cept a top congressional 
award proposed to honor 
the victims. 

Sarah Collins Rudolph, in 
an interview with The Asso¬ 
ciated Press, said she feels 
forgotten 50 years after the 
blast shocked the nation. 
Rudolph lost an eye in the 
Sept. 16, 1963 bombing 
at Birmingham’s Sixteenth 
Street Baptist Church and 
says she never got restitu¬ 


tion. 

“We haven’t received any¬ 
thing, and I lost an eye,” 
said Rudolph, who lives 
north of Birmingham. “They 
jusf wanf to throw a medal 
at us.” Congress is consid¬ 
ering whether to award the 
Congressional Gold Medal 
to the four girls who died: 
14-year-olds Addie Mae 
Collins, Carole Robertson 
and Cynthia Wesley, and 
11-year-old Denise McNair. 
Addie Mae was the sister of 
Rudolph, who was 12 at the 
time and among the many 
who were injured. 

The brother of Wesley said 
he isn't interested in the 
award either and wants 
compensation, partly be¬ 


cause history didn’t even 
record his sister’s name 
correctly. U.S. Reps. Terri 
Sewell, a Democrat, and 
Spencer Bachus, a Repub¬ 
lican, announced a bipar¬ 
tisan effort in January to 
award the medal to the 
church bombing victims. 
The medal represents the 
highest civilian honor that 
Congress can bestow. Re¬ 
cipients have ranged from 
George Washington to 
civil rights figure Rosa Parks, 
Pope John Paul II and 
“Peanuts' creator Charles 
M. Schulz. The church 
bombing shocked the na¬ 
tion and was a galvanizing 
moment in the civil rights 
movement. □ 



Sarah Collins Rudolph, the lone survivor of a 1963 church bomb¬ 
ing, and Fate Morris, whose sister died in the blast, discuss their 
desire for compensation from the bombing during an interview 
in Birmingham, Ala., on Wednesday, April 10, 2013. 

Associated Press 
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Obama sends Congress $3.8 trillion budget plan 



House Speaker John Boehner of Ohio, flanked by House Majority Leader Eric Cantor of Va., right, and Rep. Luke Messer, R-lnd„ meet with reporters on Capitol Hill in 
Washington, Wednesday, April 10, 2013, following a Republican strategy session, and the release of President Barack Obama's proposed fiscal 2014 federal budget. 

Associated Press 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama sent 
Congress a $3.8 trillion 
budget plan that hopes 
to tame galloping defi¬ 
cits by raising taxes on the 
wealthy and trimming the 
country's most popular 
benefit programs. In aiming 
for a compromise between 
Republicans who refuse to 
raise taxes and Democrats 
who want to protect those 
benefits, he's upset some 
on both sides. 

The White House wants to 
break away from the cur¬ 
rent cycle of moving from 
one fiscal crisis to another 
while the government skirts 
the brink of a shutdown. 
Deep political divisions 
have blocked substantial 
agreements to address the 
country's gaping debt. 

It’s unlikely that Congress 
will begin serious budget 


negotiations before sum¬ 
mer, when the government 
once again will be con¬ 
fronted with the need to 
raise its borrowing limit or 
face the prospect of a first- 
ever default on U.S. debt. 
Obama on Wednesday 
night was having a private 
dinner at the White House 
with about a dozen Repub¬ 
lican senators as part of ef¬ 
forts to win over the opposi¬ 
tion. 

The president's budget pro¬ 
posal includes $1.8 trillion 
in new deficit cuts as the 
U.S. tries to wrestle down its 
debt. The last time the gov¬ 
ernment ran an annual sur¬ 
plus was in 2001, the year 
of the 9/11 attacks that led 
to the wars in Afghanistan 
and Iraq. 

On Wednesday, the Trea¬ 
sury Department said the 
U.S. deficit was on pace to 


finish below $1 trillion for the 
first time in five years. The 
deficit hit a record $1.41 tril¬ 
lion in budget year 2009. 
Obama's budget blue¬ 
print for 2014 assumes that 
Washington reverses the 
recent deep budget cuts 
that have become a daily 
reality for the military. It calls 
for a base Defense Depart¬ 
ment budget of $526.6 bil¬ 
lion — $52 billion more than 
the level established by the 
blunt spending cuts, which 
had been designed to 
force the White House and 
Congress to reach a fiscal 
deal to avoid them. 

The budget plan includes 
an $88.5 billion placeholder 
for additional war costs in 
Afghanistan as Obama de¬ 
cides on the pace of the 
drawdown of U.S. combat 
troops next year. 

The president’s spending 


and tax plan for fhe budget 
year that begins Oct. 1 is 
two months late. It projects 
deficit reductions of $1.8 tril¬ 
lion over the next decade, 
achieved with higher taxes, 
reductions in payments to 
Medicare health aid pro¬ 
viders and cutbacks in the 
cost-of-living adjustments 
paid to millions of recipients 
in Social Security pensions 
and other government pro¬ 
grams. 

A key advocacy group for 
the aging said Wednesday 
it was “deeply dismayed” 
by the plan to trim the 
government’s two biggest 
benefit programs. Obama 
himself said his offer to trim 
future benefit increases for 
tens of millions of people 
is “less than optimal” and 
acceptable only if Re¬ 
publicans simultaneously 
agree to raise taxes on the 


wealthy. 

“If anyone thinks I'll finish 
the job of deficit reduction 
on the backs of middle- 
class families or through 
spending cuts alone that 
actually hurt our economy 
short-term, they should 
think again,” the president 
said. 

But Republicans have re¬ 
jected higher taxes, argu¬ 
ing that the $600 billion in¬ 
crease on wealthy earners 
that was part of a Decem¬ 
ber agreement to avoid a 
sharp hit to the economy is 
all they will tolerate. 

“We Republicans have al¬ 
ready done things to move 
to the middle, to find com¬ 
mon ground,” said House 
of Representatives Budget 
Committee Chairman Paul 
Ryan, last year’s Republi¬ 
can vice presidential nomi¬ 
nee, on MSNBCO 
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Senate deal is boost for gun background 



Sen. Joe Manchin of West Virginia, D-W.Va., left, and Sen. Pat¬ 
rick Toomey, R-Pa., arrive at a news conference on Capitol Hill in 
Washington, Wednesday, April 10, 2013, to announce that they 
have reached a bipartisan deal on expanding background 
checks to more gun buyers. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Con¬ 
servative senators from 
both political parties an¬ 
nounced their support for 
expanding background 
checks for gun buyers, giv¬ 
ing momentum to support¬ 
ers of stronger restrictions, 
but it remains unclear if 
President Barack Obama 
can push significant gun 
controls through Congress. 
Democratic Sen. Joe Man- 
chin and Republican Sen. 
Pat Toomey announced 
the pact Wednesday. The 
agreement between two 
of the most conservative 
members of each party 
was expected to make it 
even likelier that the Sen¬ 
ate’s initial vote Thursday 
to begin debating gun 
legislation would proceed, 
despite an effort by con¬ 
servatives to block consid¬ 
eration of the measure. 
Subjecting more firearms 
purchases to federal back¬ 
ground checks has been 
the chief goal of Obama 
and gun control support¬ 
ers, who promote the sys¬ 
tem as a way to prevent 
criminals and other poten¬ 
tially dangerous people 
from getting weapons. 
Manchin cited the Decem¬ 
ber massacre in Connecti¬ 
cut where 20 small children 
and six educators were 
murdered, propelling gun 
control to the top rank of 


national issues. 

“Truly the events at New¬ 
town changed us all," he 
said. “Americans on both 
sides of the debate can 
and must find common 
ground.” 

Despite the progress on a 
gun control bill, two major 
provisions in Obama’s origi¬ 
nal gun control package 
— a ban on sales of military- 
style assault weapons and 


a limit on the size of ammu¬ 
nition magazines — are not 
even being discussed any 
more since they have no 
hope of being passed. 
Wednesday's deal would 
expand the background 
checks to cover all com¬ 
mercial sales, such as on 
the Web and at gun shows, 
closing the so-called gun 
show loophole. Private 
transactions that are not 


for profit, such as those 
between relatives, would 
be exempt. Currently, the 
system only covers sales 
through licensed gun deal¬ 
ers. 

Obama said in a written 
statement he wished parts 
of the bill were stronger but 
that it represents significant 
progress and if enacted 
would make it harder for 
dangerous people to ob¬ 
tain guns. 

“It recognizes that there 
are good people on both 
sides of this issue, and we 
don’t have to agree on 
everything to know that 
we’ve got to do something 
to stem the tide of gun vio¬ 
lence," he said. 
Underscoring the difficulty 
proponents will have in 
passing the agreement, 
the National Rifle Associa¬ 
tion, the country’s most 
powerful gun lobby, came 
out against the Manchin- 
Toomey accord. 

The group, which has 
fought most of Obama’s 
gun proposals and claims 
nearly 5 million members, 
said the focus should be 
on improving the U.S. men¬ 
tal health system and com¬ 
batting sources of violence 
like gangs. 

“Expanding background 
checks at gun shows will 
not prevent the next shoot¬ 
ing, will not solve violent 



Mario Ibarra, 38, of Richmond, Va., who is originally from Mexi¬ 
co, poses for a portrait at the end of the “Rally for Citizenship,” a 
rally in support of immigration reform, on Capitol Hill in Washing¬ 
ton, on Wednesday, April 10, 2013. 

Associated Press 


Immigration Bill 

Continued from Front 


In San Francisco, several 
hundred demonstrators 
marched toward the fed¬ 
eral building holding red 
and orange paper flowers 
representing the number 
of people deported daily 
for immigration violations. 
In San Diego, about 50 
demonstrators gathered 
on a sidewalk outside the 
office of U.S. Sen. Dianne 
Feinstein, a sharp con¬ 
trast to massive protests in 
2006 when thousands of 
demonstrators shut down 
downtown streets to sup¬ 
port looser immigration 
policies. 

Senators writing a sweep¬ 
ing immigration bill have 
said they hope to finish 
their work this week, open¬ 


ing what is sure to be a rau¬ 
cous public debate over 
measures to secure the 
border, allow tens of thou¬ 
sands of foreign workers 
into the country and grant 
eventual citizenship to the 
millions living illegally in the 
United States. 

A person familiar with pro¬ 
posed bipartisan immi¬ 
gration legislation being 
written in the Senate said 
Wednesday the bill would 
require greatly expanded 
surveillance of the U.S. 
border with Mexico and 
greatly increased deten¬ 
tion of border crossers in 
high risk areas. The person 
provided the information 
on condition of anonymity 
because the deliberations 
were private. 

Groups opposed to illegal 
immigration say they are 
not worried that lawmakers 


or voters will be swayed by 
emotional messages, and 
argue that extending legal 
rights to immigrants living 
illegally in the U.S. will cre¬ 
ate financial problems for 
cash-starved governments 
and spur more illegal immi¬ 
gration. 


“There ought to be a rally 
for the 20 million Ameri¬ 
cans who can’t find a 
full-time job,” Number- 
sUSA President Roy Beck, 
whose group advocates 
reductions in immigration 
levels, said in a statement 
WednesdayO 



checks 

crime and will not keep our 
kids safe in schools,” the or¬ 
ganization said. 

In a letter to senators late 
Wednesday, NRA lobbyist 
Chris W. Cox warned that 
the organization would in¬ 
clude lawmakers’ votes 
on the deal and other 
amendments it opposes 
in the candidate ratings it 
sends to its members and 
supporters. 

Conservative Republican 
Sen. Tom Coburn called 
the Manchin-Toomey ef¬ 
fort a “good faith but un¬ 
workable plan” that “pri¬ 
oritizes collecting records 
over protecting citizens.” 
Any gun control measure 
would be a plus for Obama 
as he tries in his second 
term to build a legacy. 
Other measures he is work¬ 
ing on include an immigra¬ 
tion bill and a budget deal 
that will keep the U.S. from 
repeatedly lurching to fi¬ 
nancial crises. 

Meanwhile, the Senate 
is ready for an opening 
vote on restricting guns as 
Democratic Senate Major¬ 
ity Leader Harry Reid set a 
roll call vote for Thursday 
on starting consideration 
of the firearms legislation. 
The background check 
deal makes it even like¬ 
lier that Democrats will win 
enough Republican sup¬ 
port to thwart an effort by 
conservatives and Senate 
Republican Minority Lead¬ 
er Mitch McConnell to 
block consideration from 
even starting. 

The administration was 
continuing its effort to 
pressure Congress on gun 
control on Wednesday as 
first lady Michelle Obama 
planned to visit a Chicago 
high school where authori¬ 
ties say 29 current or former 
students have been shot 
in the past year. Eight of 
them died. 

The ultimate fate of gun 
legislation remains cloud¬ 
ed by opposition from 
many Republicans and 
moderate Democrats in 
the Democratic led-Sen- 
ate and Republican-run 
House. 

Many critics say the pro¬ 
posal would violate the 
U.S. Constitutional right 
to bear arms and burden 
law-abiding gun owners.Q 
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Rockefeller impostor convicted of 1985 murder 



Christian Karl Gerhartsreiter listens to the verdict in his trial at 
Justice Center in Los Angeles Wednesday, April 10, 2013. 


LINDA DEUTSCH 
AP Special Correspondent 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — A 

notorious Rockefeller im¬ 
postor was found guilty 
Wednesday of first-degree 
murder in the death of a 
man whose bones were 
found buried beneath the 
backyard of a suburban 
home. Christian Gerharts¬ 
reiter was tried 28 years 
after the disappearance 
of newlyweds John and 
Linda Sohus in a heavily 
circumstantial cold case. 
Much of the prosecution’s 
evidence focused on the 
strange behavior of the 
man who adopted many 
names including Clark 
Rockefeller. He masquer¬ 
aded as an heir to the fa¬ 
bled oil fortune for 20 years. 
The case went to the jury 
late Tuesday morning and 
the verdict was reached 
shortly after the panel re¬ 
turned Wednesday. 
Gerhartsreiter did not show 


any reaction when the 
court clerk read the deci¬ 
sion convicting him of kill¬ 
ing John Sohus. 

“I don’t know if you can 
really have closure with 
something like this,” the 
victim’s sister, Ellen Sohus, 
said afterward. “What I 
have now are a lot of an¬ 
swers that I never believed 
I was ever going to have." 
Sentencing was scheduled 
for June 28. Gerhartsre¬ 
iter faces 25 years to life in 
prison for the murder con¬ 
viction, plus two additional 
years because the jury also 
found that he personally 
used a blunt object and a 
sharp instrument as weap¬ 
ons. It was not a death 
penalty case. 

Authorities said Gerharts¬ 
reiter was a German im¬ 
migrant who lived another 
life long ago, occupying a 
guest cottage at the home 
of Sohus’ mother in the ritzy 
suburb of San Marino. He 


Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal 
Associated Press 

was known then as Chris 
Chichester and intimated 
he was of royal lineage. 
He joined the church, be¬ 
friended residents and told 
some he was a film student. 
A friend said Linda Sohus 


once described the tenant 
in the cottage owned by 
John’s mother as “creepy” 
and said she and her hus¬ 
band never spoke to him. 
The town folk didn’t con¬ 
nect him with the disap¬ 
pearance of the Sohus 
couple in 1985, but shortly 
after they vanished, so did 
he. No trace of Linda has 
been found but John’s 
bones were unearthed 
during excavation of a 
swimming pool at the San 
Marino property in 1994. 
With no clues, the mystery 
went cold again. 

But across the country, a 
man variously known as 
Chris Crowe, Chip Smith 
and Clark Rockefeller was 
inventing new lives for him¬ 
self. 

This impostor wormed his 
way into high society and 
talked his way into impor¬ 
tant jobs. He married a 
wealthy woman and con¬ 
trolled her funds, but his 
identity unraveled when 
he kidnapped their daugh¬ 
ter during a custody dis¬ 
pute. She testified that he 
became increasingly par¬ 
anoid when police begin 
inquiring about him. 


When he was unmasked, 
he became the subject 
of magazine articles, true 
crime books and TV movies 
that sought to explore his 
bizarre story and get to the 
heart of the man behind 
the pseudonyms. 

The resulting publicity led 
California authorities to 
revisit the Sohus disap¬ 
pearance. They realized 
the man in custody in Bos¬ 
ton was not an heir to the 
Rockefeller fortune but was 
the man who had lived in 
San Marino decades ago. 
Already serving time for the 
kidnapping of his young 
daughter in a Boston cus¬ 
tody dispute, Gerhartsreiter 
was close to the end of his 
sentence and headed for 
freedom when the murder 
charge changed that. Af¬ 
ter a quarter century, au¬ 
thorities believed they had 
linked him to the disap¬ 
pearance of his old neigh¬ 
bor, Sohus. 

Defense attorneys sug¬ 
gested that Linda Sohus, 
not their client, killed her 
husband. But no motive 
was offered for her or Ger¬ 
hartsreiter to have killed 
the young man.Q 
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APNewsBreak: Lindh lawyers 
want prison in contempt 



A police officer clears a path for an ambulance after an explo¬ 
sion and gunshots were heard near the scene where a man was 
holding four firefighters hostage Wednesday, April 10, 2013 in 
Suwanee, Ga. 

Associated Press. 

US gunman shot dead 
after holding firefighters 


Associated Press 


We did not want this to 


SUWANEE, Georgia (AP) — 

Police shot dead a gun¬ 
man who held four fire¬ 
fighters hostage for hours in 
a suburban Atlanta home, 
and all the hostages were 
slightly injured but should 
be all right, authorities said. 
The gunman, who was not 
identified, had demanded 
that his power and cable 
be turned back on, said 
Gwinnett County Police 
CpI. Edwin Ritter. Accord¬ 
ing to public records, the 
home is in foreclosure. 

“It’s an unfortunate circum¬ 
stance. 


end this way," Ritter said. 
“But with the decisions this 
guy was making, this was 
his demise.” Five firefighters 
had responded Wednes¬ 
day afternoon to what 
seemed like a routine med¬ 
ical call. The gunman then 
released one firefighter to 
move a fire fruck. 

Police used an explosion to 
distract the gunman and 
rush into the home. 

Soon after the blast, officers 
exchanged gunfire with 
the suspect and one was 
shot in the hand or arm, but 
should be fine, Ritter said. □ 



This undated file photo ob¬ 
tained from a religious school 
where he studied for five 
months in Bannu, near Islam¬ 
abad, Pakistan shows Ameri¬ 
can-born Taliban fighter John 
Walker Lindh 

Associated Press 

CHARLES WILSON 
Associated Press 
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 

Lawyers for American Tal¬ 
iban fighter John Walker 
Lindh asked a U.S. judge 
Wednesday to find the 
Federal Bureau of Prisons in 
contempt for nof allowing 
Muslim inmates in a high- 
security prison unit to pray 
together five fimes a day, 
as required by fheir faifh. 
The American Civil Liber¬ 
ties Union of Indiana filed 
the contempt motion in 
U.S. District Court and sent 
a copy to The Associated 


Press. Lindh first drew atten¬ 
tion when he was detained 
in Afghanistan weeks after 
the 9/11 attacks in 2001. 
The prisons agency has 
said inmates of all religions 
housed in the Terre Haute 
federal prison's Communi¬ 
cations Management Unit 
have been allowed to pray 
together three times daily 
after a federal judge ruled 
in Lindh’s favor in a lawsuit 
seeking the prayer time. 
The ACLU of Indiana argues 
that isn’t what the judge’s 
Jan. 11 ruling required. 
The judge said Lindh, 32, 
sincerely believes Islam 
mandates Muslims pray 
together five fimes a day 
and federal law requires 
the prison to accommo¬ 
date his beliefs. The motion 
said prayer times set by the 
prison during some times of 
year make only two daily 
prayers possible or make 
prayers impossible to per¬ 
form during the proper 
times. 

A message seeking com¬ 
ment on the motion was 
left Wednesday for the Bu¬ 
reau of Prisons. 

Those housed in Lindh’s unif 
are considered extreme 
security risks, and their in¬ 
teractions are closely mon¬ 


itored. Until last month, in¬ 
mates housed in the unit 
were only allowed to pray 
together once per week 
or during Ramadan or on 
other significant religious 
holidays. At other times, 
inmates had to pray alone 
in their cells and hope to 
hear each other through 
the walls. 

The judge found the policy 
violated a 1993 law ban¬ 
ning the government from 
curtailing religious speech 
without showing a com¬ 
pelling interest, and the 
government chose not to 
appeal her ruling. 

Prison officials said during 
the trial on Lindh’s law¬ 
suit that allowing group 
prayers every day would 
pose a security risk and 
that inmates had used reli¬ 
gion as cover for gang-like 
activity, but the judge dis¬ 
missed those arguments as 
insubstantial. 

The lawsuit originally was 
filed in 2009 by two Muslim 
inmates in the unit. Lindh 
joined the lawsuit in 2010, 
and the case drew far 
more attention. The other 
plaintiffs dropped out as 
they were released from 
prison or transferred to oth¬ 
er units. □ 


Sheriff: Knife attack at Texas college was random 


JUAN A. LOZANO 
RAMIT PLUSHNICK-MAST 
Associated Press 
CYPRESS, Texas (AP) — A 

man accused of stabbing 
more than a dozen peo¬ 
ple at a suburban Hous¬ 
ton community college 
randomly selected his vic¬ 
tims and told investigators 
he had been fantasizing 
about conducting such 
an attack since he was 8 
years old, authorities said 
Wednesday. 

Dylan Quick, 20, has been 
charged with three counts 
of aggravated assault in 
the Tuesday attack at the 
Lone Star Community Col¬ 
lege in Cypress, a school 
he attended about 20 
miles northwest of Houston. 
Sheriff Adrian Garcia said 
Quick has been “forth¬ 
coming” with investigators 


and indicted to them that 
he had been planning the 
attack for some time. 
Garcia said authorities 
were investigating a mo¬ 
tive but that the attacks at 
the school's health scienc¬ 
es center appeared to be 
random. 

Quick slashed at his victims 
with a razor utility knife, 
and a similar weapon was 
found in his backpack 
when he was apprehend¬ 
ed, Quick said. 

Several of fhe 14 victims 
were hospitalized but all 
were expected to survive. 
Campus President Audre 
Levy said college police 
were notified of the attack 
at 11:13 a.m. Tuesday and 
that Quick was taken into 
custody at 11:17 a.m. Au¬ 
thorities said students assist¬ 
ed by tackling Quick and 



Dylan Quick, who is a suspect in the multiple stabbings on the 
Lone Star Cy-Fair Campus, right, is escorted by Harris County 
Sherrif's Office investigators after being questioned, Tuesday, 
April 9, 2013, in Houston. 

Associated Press 

holding him down outside until police arrived. 

the health science building Neighbors said Quick was a 


shy young man who would 
say hello when he took out 
the trash and helped his 
parents to tend the yard, 
though he rarely came out 
alone. 

“I can’t imagine what 
would have happened to 
that young man to make 
him do something like this. 
He is very normal,” said 
Magdalena Lopez, 48, 
who has lived across the 
street from the Quick fam¬ 
ily for 15 years. 

The Quicks were friendly 
and fit in well with the oth¬ 
er families on fhe block of 
brick, ranch-sfyle homes. 
Most were aware that 
Quick is deaf. A street sign, 
“Deaf Child In Area,” was 
posted on the block to 
warn drivers. 

“I can't believe he would 
do it,” Lopez added. Q 
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Brown touts Chinese investment as visit begins 


BEIJING (AP) — Gov. Jerry 
Brown announced a $1.5 
billion Chinese investment 
in an Oakland construc¬ 
tion project on Wednes¬ 
day during the start of his 
weeklong trade mission to 
China. 

He also signed symbolic 
agreements on boosting 
trade between California 
and China and helping the 
world’s most populous na¬ 
tion improve its air quality. 
He announced at the U.S. 
Embassy in Beijing that Chi¬ 
na-based Zarsion Holdings 
Group will invest $1.5 billion 
in the 65-acre housing proj¬ 
ect on the Oakland wa¬ 
terfront, which has been in 
the works since Brown was 
mayor of Oakland from 
1999 to 2007. 

Plans call for construction 
to start next year on 3,100 
residential units, 200,000 
square feet of retail and 
commercial space, and 30 
acres of parks and open 
space. 

Brown said the develop¬ 
ment would create up to 
10,000 jobs. 

“This project is just one ex¬ 
ample of what’s possible 
when business leaders in 
two of the world’s most dy¬ 
namic regions connect,” 
Brown said in a statement 
released by his office in 
Sacramento. 

While Brown helped get 
the project approved as 
mayor, the deal with Oak¬ 
land-based Signature De¬ 
velopment Group was ne¬ 
gotiated independently of 
the governor's office, the 
Los Angeles Times report¬ 
ed, although the timing 
of Brown’s trade mission 
helped motivate the Chi¬ 
nese partners to sign the 
paperwork sooner. 

“It meant a lot to our in¬ 
vestor to have some sort 
of celebratory affair,” Mi¬ 
chael Ghielmetti, president 
of the Oakland-based de¬ 
veloper, told the newspa¬ 
per. 

The governor also signed 
nonbinding agreements 
on trade and the environ¬ 
ment on the second day of 
meetings with officials from 
the world's second-largest 
economy. He has been 
joined by about 90 Califor¬ 
nia business leaders from a 
range of industries and re¬ 



U.S. Ambassador to China Gary 
Brown, second from left, and his 
reception at the U.S. Embassy in 


Locke delivers his speech on stage, as California Gov. Jerry 
wife Anne Brown, left, look on during a Trade and Investment 
Beijing Wednesday, April 10, 2013. 

Associated Press 


gions of the state. 

The first agreement involves 
pursuing joint opportunities 
to boost trade and invest¬ 
ment, although Brown ac¬ 
knowledged the state's 
reputation for red tape 
and his own limited willing¬ 
ness to offer tax incentives. 
The Democratic governor 
said the state’s $1.9 trillion 
economy remains a mag¬ 
net for risk-taking investors, 
startup entrepreneurs and 
other creative people. 
“There's a problem there," 
Brown told the American 
Chamber of Commerce 
in China. “But somebody 
is getting part of that $1.9 
trillion. If you don’t want 
some of that, well then stay 
out.” 

The message contrasts 
with the usual sales pitches 
by governors who tout the 
advantages of their states. 
While Brown’s administra¬ 
tion seeks more Chinese 
trade and investment, 
California is already a well- 
known destination for the 
Chinese. 

Chinese Vice Commerce 
Minister Wang Chao told 
Brown on Wednesday that 
a third of Chinese exports 
to the U.S. end up in or pass 
through California, and 
that China imports elec¬ 
tronics, machinery, chemi¬ 
cals, fruit and other goods 
from the state. 


The agreement signed 
Wednesday sets up a joint 
task force between Cali¬ 
fornia, China's Commerce 
Ministry and six Chinese 
provinces and regions to 
look for ways to expand 


investment and trade. Sec¬ 
tors identified for coopera¬ 
tion include infrastructure, 
environmental protection, 
agriculture and bio- and in¬ 
formation technology. 
Brown also signed an 


agreement with China's 
Minister of Environmental 
Protection, Zhou Shengx- 
ian, pledging to cooper¬ 
ate to improve air quality, 
protect public health, pro¬ 
mote clean energy and 
protect the environment 
and natural resources. 
China is known for heavy 
pollution, much of it from 
the nation’s massive man¬ 
ufacturing industry. Earlier 
this year, the air quality in 
Beijing was rated as haz¬ 
ardous and residents were 
advised to stay inside. 
Some of that pollution also 
makes it across the Pa¬ 
cific Ocean to California, 
cutting into Brown’s own 
efforts for cleaner air at 
home. 

In the springtime, about 10 
to 20 percent of the total 
dust in high elevation sites 
in California is believed to 
come from Asia, accord¬ 
ing to the California Air Re¬ 
sources Board. 

The cooperative agree¬ 
ment includes enhancing 
pollution control for in¬ 
dustry and transportation. 
Brown’s office said in a 
news releaseO 
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Liberal Jews see a victory in proposed prayer area 



TIA GOLDENBERG 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Israeli 
authorities have proposed 
establishing a new section 
at the Western Wall where 
men and women can pray 
together, a groundbreak¬ 
ing initiative that would 
mark a significant victory 
by liberal streams of Juda¬ 
ism in their long quest for 
recognition. 

The proposal is aimed at 
ending turmoil surround¬ 
ing the Orthodox establish¬ 
ment’s monopoly over the 
site, highlighted by the ar¬ 
rests of female worshippers 
who prayed while perform¬ 
ing religious rituals the Or¬ 
thodox say are reserved 
for men. 

“One Western Wall for one 
Jewish people,” said Na¬ 
tan Sharansky, chairman 
of the quasi-governmental 
Jewish Agency and mas¬ 
termind of the proposal. 
He expressed hope that 
the site “will once again be 
a symbol of unity among 
the Jewish people, and not 
one of discord and strife.” 
While it still needs govern¬ 
ment approval, the pro¬ 
posal already risks upset¬ 
ting Israel's powerful ultra- 
Orthodox community as 
well as the Western Wall’s 
Muslim neighbors, reflect¬ 
ing the explosive mix of 
religious sensitivities in the 
area. 

The Western Wall, a re¬ 
taining wall of the biblical 
Temple compound, is the 
holiest site where Jews can 
pray. Currently, it is divided 
into men's and women’s 
sections. Orthodox rabbis, 
who control Israel’s reli¬ 
gious institutions, oppose 
mixed prayers. 

Under the plan, Israel 
would create a perma¬ 
nent area for mixed- 
gender and women-led 
prayer. It would be situ¬ 
ated in an area on a lower 


level where limited mixed 
prayer already is allowed, 
but which mainly serves as 
an archaeological site. 

The area would be reno¬ 
vated with a platform that 
would place it at the same 
level as the rest of the West¬ 
ern Wall plaza and oper¬ 
ate around the clock, like 
the men’s and women's 
sections. 

It also would be easily ac¬ 
cessible from the main en¬ 
trance to the plaza. Like 
the other sections, it would 
be stocked with Torah 
scrolls and prayer books. 
Currently, worshippers must 
bring their own prayer ma¬ 
terials. 

Rabbi Gilad Kariv, who 
heads Israel's Reform Jew¬ 
ish movement, said that 
the proposal could be¬ 
come a watershed mo¬ 
ment for liberal Judaism. 

“If the Israeli government 
embraces the solution, I 
think it’s a breakthrough 
of relations between the 
Israeli government and the 
progressive Jewish world,” 
Kariv said. 

He said he believed “there 


are good chances" that 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu's new Cabinet, 
which does not include 
any ultra-Orthodox parties, 
will support the plan. 

A spokesman for Netanya¬ 
hu declined comment. But 
in a boost for the plan, the 
Western Wall’s Orthodox 
rabbi, Shmuel Rabinowitz, 
endorsed the new prayer 
section. 

“I want everyone to pray 
according to Orthodox 
Jewish religious law, but 
I don’t interfere,” Rabi¬ 
nowitz told Army Radio. “If 
these things can be done 
at the Western Wall without 
hurting others, and this can 
bring about compromise 
and serenity, I don't ob¬ 
ject.” 

While most Israelis are sec¬ 
ular, Judaism has a formal 
place in the country's af¬ 
fairs, and Orthodox rab¬ 
bis strictly govern religious 
events such as weddings, 
divorces and burials for 
the Jewish population. The 
ultra-Orthodox, who follow 
their strict brand of Juda¬ 
ism by promoting religious 


Associated Press 

studies over work, military 
service and other involve¬ 
ment in modern society, 
wield vast political power, 
although they make up 
only about 10 percent of 
the population. 

The Orthodox rabbinate 
has fiercely resisted inroads 
by the progressive Reform 
and Conservative streams 
of Judaism, refusing to rec¬ 
ognize their rulings, conver¬ 
sions or ceremonies as reli¬ 
giously valid. 

This has led to a deepen¬ 
ing rift with American Jews, 
most of whom are affiliat¬ 
ed with the liberal streams. 
Nowhere has this conflict 
been more visible than at 
the Western Wall. Women 
of the Wall, a group that 
conducts monthly prayer 
sessions there, have en¬ 
dured arrests, heckling and 
legal battles in a struggle 
to attain what they con¬ 
sider their inalienable right 
— praying and worship¬ 
ping at the Western Wall 
as men do. Under Reform 
and Conservative Judaism, 
women may be ordained 
as rabbis, read from the 


Torah or Jewish holy book, 
and wear prayer shawls. 
The proposal's accep¬ 
tance would be the latest 
in a series of achievements 
by Reform and Conserva¬ 
tive Jewish streams to win 
recognition in Israel, where 
their communities are small 
compared to the Ortho¬ 
dox. 

Last year, Israel agreed 
to grant state funding to 
some non-Orthodox rab¬ 
bis; Orthodox rabbis are 
paid by the government. 

In 2010, the Israeli govern¬ 
ment froze a controver¬ 
sial bill that would have 
strengthened Orthodox 
control over Jewish con¬ 
versions. The same year, Is¬ 
rael began allowing Israelis 
with no declared religion 
to marry outside the strict 
religious establishment — 
giving hope to many who 
reject the Orthodox mo¬ 
nopoly on family matters. 
Civil marriages are gener¬ 
ally banned in Israel. 

These small steps toward 
recognition, including the 
new plan, have angered 
some in the ultra-Orthodox 
community, who see such 
concessions as part of a 
slippery slope that could 
threaten their customs. 
“The moment we allow 
these groups a foothold, 
then tomorrow they will 
start to restrain us in our 
own synagogues, in the 
name of democracy, in 
the name of liberalism and 
in the name of pluralism,” 
said Shmuel Poppenheim, 
an ultra-Orthodox activist 
who serves as a spokes¬ 
man for the community. 
The plan was also criti¬ 
cized by the Muslim reli¬ 
gious authority that over¬ 
sees the nearby Al-Aqsa 
Mosque compound. Any 
Israeli changes to the com¬ 
pound, real or perceived, 
have set off violent clashes 
in the past.Q 
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Dutch recall 50,000 tons of meat across Europe 


MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — Dutch authorities 
are recalling 50,000 tons of 
meat sold as beef across 
Europe because its exact 
source cannot be estab¬ 
lished and it may contain 
horse meat, a spokeswom¬ 
an said Wednesday. 

The announcement was 
the latest development 
in a far-reaching scan¬ 
dal that saw horse meat 
mixed in with other meats 


and sold as beef across the 
continent without informing 
consumers. The scandal led 
to recalls of products rang¬ 
ing from frozen lasagna to 
Ikea's Swedish meatballs. 

In all, 370 different com¬ 
panies around Europe 
and 132 more in the Neth¬ 
erlands are affected by 
the latest recall because 
they bought meat from 
two Dutch trading com¬ 
panies, said Esther Filon of 
the Netherlands Food and 
Consumer Product Safety 


Authority. 

The food authority said in 
a statement that because 
the exact source of the 
meat cannot be traced 
“its safety cannot be guar¬ 
anteed.” The statement 
added that Dutch authori¬ 
ties have “no concrete in¬ 
dications that there is a risk 
to public health.” 

Filon said the recall covers 
meat dating back to Jan. 
1,2011, up until Feb. 15 this 
year, when the companies 
at the heart of the recall 


Gay attack victim in France 
becomes cause celebre 



Wilfred de Bruijn, a Dutch 
citizen who lives and works 
as a librarian in Paris, France, 
speaks during an interview 
with The Associated Press 
at his apartment in Paris, 
Wednesday, April 10, 2013. 
Associated Press 

THOMAS ADAMSON 
Associated Press writer 
PARIS (AP) — The shocking 
photo of a homophobic 
attack victim in Paris that 
went viral on social media 
this week and caused the 
French interior minister to 
weigh in was used as an 
emblem in a pro-gay rally 
Wednesday evening. 

The bloody image of Wil¬ 
fred de Bruijn’s cut and 
bruised face was bran¬ 
dished by gay groups dur¬ 
ing a demonstration of 
several thousand people 
as evidence of their claim 
that homophobic acts 
have tripled nationwide 
over opposition to a law le¬ 
galizing gay marriage. 

This week, the French sen¬ 
ate will conclude its de¬ 
bate on a controversial 
law—which is expected to 
pass — legalizing same-sex 


marriage and adoption. 
It's been a rocky run since 
it was unveiled last Novem¬ 
ber by President Francois 
Hollande’s Socialists and 
split the majority-Catholic 
country. 

But whichever way the 
Senate votes, the image of 
De Bruijn's battered face 
has made for a symbolic 
end to five months of vocal 
protests. 

De Bruijn was beaten un¬ 
conscious near his home 
early Sunday in central 
Paris, sustaining five frac¬ 
tures in his head and face, 
abrasions and a lost tooth. 
His boyfriend, who was also 
beaten up, witnessed three 
to four men shouting “Hey, 
look they’re gays,” before 
they attacked. The inci¬ 
dent has shocked France, 
and garnered support far 
and wide as a gay “cause 
celebre.”“l certainly feel 
there’s been an increase 
in homophobia,” De Bruijn 
told The Associated Press 
at his apartment in Paris’ 
working class 19th district, 
where the attack took 
place.“What (the anti-gay 
marriage campaign) are 
saying is that they’re not 
homophobic: lesbians and 
gays are nice people, but 
don’t let them get close to 
children — that’s very dan¬ 
gerous. It’s okay for them 
to live together, but not 
like other couples with the 
same protection because 
it's not really the same 
thing,” De Bruijn said. 
“These people are all pro¬ 
fessionals of the spoken 


word. They know very well 
what can happen if you 
repeat, repeat, repeat that 
these people are lower hu¬ 
man beings. Of course it 
will have a result.” 

In light of the attack — 
which has forced mem¬ 
bers of the anti-gay mar¬ 
riage campaign to defend 
themselves — 30 gay as¬ 
sociations organized the 
anti-homophobia rally 
for Wednesday. Associa¬ 
tions SOS Homophobia 
and Refuge have used De 
Bruijn’s case to highlight 
the spike they’ve recorded 
in homophobia since the 
gay marriage bill was an¬ 
nounced last year. Both 
associations report that ho¬ 
mophobic acts — verbal 
and physical — in the first 
three months of 2013 have 
tripled compared with the 
same period in 2012. 
Meanwhile, Frigide Barjot, 
the stage name of an ac¬ 
tivist who has led protests 
against the bill, insisted the 
anti-gay marriage move¬ 
ment is opposed to vio¬ 
lence. Speaking on RMC 
radio Wednesday, Barjot 
was careful to distance 
herself from a right-wing 
movement called the 
“French Spring," whose 
name was supposedly in¬ 
spired by the revolution¬ 
ary values of 2011 's “Arab 
Spring.” 

“We don't want violence. 
We denounce this violence 
and these acts, we have 
nothing to do with (Catho¬ 
lic) fundamentalists or ex¬ 
tremists," she said. □ 



Food samples are tested for any possible traces of horse 
meat at a veterinary laboratory in Prague, Czech Re¬ 
public, in this file photo dated Wednesday, Feb. 27, 2013. 
Associated Press 


were placed under height¬ 
ened scrutiny and faced 
criminal investigations. 

She conceded that — be¬ 
cause the recall dates 
back more than two years 
— some of the meat “may 
already have been con¬ 
sumed.” Filon said authori¬ 
ties are bound by law to re¬ 
call the meat if it is unclear 
where exactly it came 
from. 

“If meat has an unclear 
source then the law — the 
general food law — says it 
is no longer fit for human or 
animal food,” she told The 
Associated Press in a tele¬ 
phone interview. 

Dutch authorities began a 
large-scale investigation 
into the country’s meat in¬ 


dustry in February after the 
horse meat scandal broke 
across Europe. 

The authority named two 
companies with the same 
owner as the source of the 
meat covered by Wednes¬ 
day’s recall: Wiljo Import en 
Export B.V. and Vleesgroot- 
handel Willy Selten B.V. 
Calls to Willy Selten went 
unanswered Wednesday. 

It was not immediately 
clear how much of the 
meat is likely to be tracked 
down. Dutch authorities 
say they have no plans to 
test all the meat. The recall 
covers countries includ¬ 
ing France, Germany and 
Spain and the nations in¬ 
volved are responsible for 
managing it. □ 
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Second camp for Syrian refugees opens in Jordan 



A newly-arrived Syrian refugee boy carries his family's belongings to the new Jordanian Emirati 
refugee camp, Mrajeeb al-Fhood, in Zarqa, Jordan, Wednesday, April 10, 2013. 

Associated Press. 


DALE GAVLAK 
Associated Press 
MRAJEEB AL-FHOOD, Jor¬ 
dan (AP) — Struggling to 
cope with the influx of 
Syrian refugees, Jordan 
on Wednesday opened 
a second camp for Syr¬ 
ians fleeing the civil war at 
home. 

The kingdom has sheltered 
nearly half a million refu¬ 
gees who escaped the 
two-year conflict but offi¬ 
cials fear that the number 
of Syrians could double in 
the next six months as the 
fighting escalates as the 
weather becomes warm¬ 
er. 

Since the beginning of the 
year, an average of 1,500 
to 2,000 Syrians have been 
pouring into Jordan daily. 
Initially, the kingdom was 
reluctant to set up refugee 
camps, possibly to avoid 
angering Syrian President 
Bashar Assad’s autocratic 
regime by showing imag¬ 
es at his doorstep of civil¬ 
ians fleeing his military on¬ 
slaught against them. 

But last summer, Jordan 
opened the Zaatari refu¬ 
gee camp close to the 
Syrian border. And on 
Wednesday, a second 
desert camp — this one 
funded by the United 
Arab Emirates and run by 


its Red Crescent Society 
— opened its doors in Mra¬ 
jeeb al-Fhood, about 37 ki¬ 
lometers (23 miles) from the 
border, and welcomed its 
first batch of 110 Syrians. 
One of the first to enter was 
Ahmed al-Hassan, 30, a 
butcher who fled Syria with 
his wife and two young 
sons. He said it took them 
four days to reach Jordan 
after escaping the Baba 
Amr neighborhood in the 
central city of Homs. 

They travelled on foot, at 
first along Syria's border 
with Iraq, hitching rides and 


occasionally hiding in shops 
to escape government 
forces. Behind them, he 
said, they left a wasteland 
that was recently recap¬ 
tured by Assad’s troops. 
“There is nothing left there,” 
said al-Hassan, hugging 
his sons who appeared 
apprehensive of the new 
surroundings. The rest of 
the family stayed behind 
in Baba Amr. “The Syrian 
military destroyed homes 
and buildings. The dead 
have been left to rot in the 
streets.” 

Other refugees appeared 


too frightened to speak to 
journalists but the children 
quickly became cheerful 
after Emirati Red Crescent 
workers distributed food, 
colorful building blocks and 
other plastic toys. 

Majed Sultan bin Sulieman, 
the society’s relief director 
at the camp, said Mrajeeb 
al-Fhood will initially host 
5,000 refugees but can 
be expanded to about 
25,000 residents — all living 
in trailers. Anmar Hmoud, 
a Jordanian government 
spokesman for Syrian refu¬ 
gee affairs, called Wednes¬ 


day a “soft opening,” add¬ 
ing that more Syrians would 
soon fill up the site. 
Sulieman said the Emirati 
government will cover all 
the expenses of hosting the 
refugees at the camp, in¬ 
cluding food, clothing, ba¬ 
sic goods and medical aid. 
Dr. Mohamed al-Der’ee, 
the chief of an Emiriati 
clinic set up at the camp, 
says his team of more than 
two dozen doctors, nurses 
and lab technicians will 
handle pediatric, dental, 
pharmaceutical and inter¬ 
nal medical care for the 
residents. The team also in¬ 
cluded Jordanian and Syr¬ 
ian health workers, said the 
U.S.-trained al-Der’ee. 
Unlike Zataari, which now 
has over 100,000 Syrian ref¬ 
ugees, the new camp is a 
small facility where the U.N. 
refugee agency’s only role 
will be to register newcom¬ 
ers and provide protection 
activities to support the 
most vulnerable, accord¬ 
ing to Mathilde Tiberghien, 
a UNHCR official. 

Zataari, overseen by the 
Jordanian government 
and UNHCR, has mush¬ 
roomed into Jordan’s fifth 
largest city and it has seen 
an increasing number of 
reports of crime, includ¬ 
ing prostitution and drug- 
dealing.Q 


Japan, Taiwan sign deal 
over disputed islands 


TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) — Ja¬ 
pan has agreed to give Tai¬ 
wanese fishing rights in wa¬ 
ters near a group of Japa¬ 
nese-controlled islands in 
the East China Sea that are 
also claimed by China and 
Taiwan. 

In a deal signed Wednes¬ 
day, Japan agreed to let 


Taiwanese boats fish in a 
part of its exclusive eco¬ 
nomic zone near the is¬ 
lands. They are known as 
Senkaku in Japan and Di- 
aoyu in China. 

A Taiwan government 
statement hailed the deal 
as enabling the sides to 
jointly tap the rich resourc¬ 


es there. 

Japan’s compromise could 
be seen as a way to pre¬ 
vent Taiwan from forming 
a united front with China in 
the dispute, though Taiwan 
has also disputed China’s 
territorial claim. 

Taiwan and China split 
amid civil war in 19490 



In this Sept. 24, 2012 file photo, a fisherman raises a Taiwanese 
national flag as several dozen fishing boats set out from the 
Suao harbor, northeastern Taiwan, to the disputed islands in the 
East China Sea. Associated Press 
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Malawian government harshly criticizes Madonna 


RAPHAEL TENTHANI 
Associated Press 
BLANTYRE, Malawi (AP) — 

Malawi issued a scathing 
critique of pop diva Ma¬ 
donna on Wednesday, ac¬ 
cusing her of exaggerat¬ 
ing her contributions to the 
southern African country 
and demanding special 
treatment during her tour 
there last week. 

A spokesman for the pop 
star denied the accusa¬ 
tions and suggested they 
were prompted by the re¬ 
cent removal of the presi¬ 
dent’s sister as head of 
Madonna’s humanitarian 
organization there. 

The singer has a long histo¬ 
ry with the country, which 
she first visited in 2006. She 
adopted two children from 
Malawi and runs several 
projects there. She was 
granted VIP treatment dur¬ 
ing previous visits, including 
when she last jetted into 
the country on April 1. But 
Madonna apparently was 
surprised when she learned 
upon leaving Malawi that 
she and her travelling party 
would have to line up with 
ordinary passengers and 
be frisked by airport secu¬ 
rity. “There was a directive 
that Miss Louise Ciccone, 
travelling on an American 
passport, and her children 
Lourdes Maria Ciccone 
Leon, Rocco Ritchie, Mer¬ 
cy James, David Banda 
Ciccone Ritchie should 
use the ordinary passenger 
terminal on their way to 
their jet,” said an aviation 
official who refused to be 
named because he was 
not authorized to speak to 
the media. 

A strongly worded state¬ 
ment by the president’s of¬ 
fice accused Madonna of 


trying to use her fame and 
money to press Malawi into 
giving her special treat¬ 
ment. 

“Granted, Madonna is a 
famed international mu¬ 
sician. But that does not 
impose an injunction of 
obligation on any govern¬ 
ment under whose terri¬ 
tory Madonna finds herself, 
including Malawi, to give 
her state treatment. Such 
treatment, even if she de¬ 
served it, is discretionary 
not obligatory,” the state¬ 
ment said. 

The presidential state¬ 
ment also questioned Ma¬ 
donna’s intentions behind 
her humanitarian efforts in 
Malawi, alleging that the 
singer “wants Malawi to be 
forever chained to the obli¬ 
gation of gratitude.” 
“Kindness, as far as its or¬ 
dinary meaning is con¬ 
cerned, is free and anony¬ 
mous. If it can't be free and 
silent, it is not kindness; it is 
something else. Blackmail 
is the closest it becomes,” 
the statement said. 
President Joyce Banda 
was reportedly angered by 
Madonna’s claims that she 
has built 10 schools in Ma¬ 
lawi, and questioned that 
statement in widely quot¬ 
ed remarks last week. 
“Where are the 10 schools 
she has built? She is just 
building school blocks at 
already existing schools. In 
some cases she just reno¬ 
vated an already existing 
block. This is an insult to 
the people of Malawi. She 
can’t be lying to the world 
at our expense,” Banda 
said. 

A spokesman for Madonna 
expressed surprise at the 
most recent criticism and 
called the claim that the 


singer had requested spe¬ 
cial treatment “nonsense.” 
“Obviously these attacks 
are influenced by the fact 
that the president’s sister 
was removed as the head 
of Madonna’s organization 
in Malawi due to concerns 
about mismanagement 
of $3.8 million,” said Trevor 
Neilson, whose Global Phi¬ 
lanthropy Group is manag¬ 
ing Madonna’s projects in 
Malawi. 

“As the largest private phi¬ 
lanthropist to Malawi we 
would think that the gov¬ 
ernment would be pleased 
that she is giving her time 
and money to one of the 
poorest countries in the 
world,” Neilson said. 

The statement from the 
president’s office dismissed 
the claim that Banda is an¬ 
gry because her younger 
sister, Anjimile Mtila-Opon- 
yo, was fired as the CEO for 
Madonna's charity. Raising 
Malawi. 

The presidential statement 
said Malawi has played 
host to other international 
stars like Chuck Norris, Bono 
and soccer stars Rio Fer¬ 
dinand and Gary Neville 
“who have never demand¬ 
ed state attention or deco¬ 
rum despite their equally 
dazzling stature." 

Despite the furor. Madon¬ 
na seemed unfazed. 

“My reasons for being here 
have never changed, I 
am here because I care 
deeply about the children 
of Malawi, that is my main 
priority,” she said last week 
at the end of her trip. 
Madonna traveled there 
with her two adopted Ma¬ 
lawian children, David Ban¬ 
da and Mercy James, both 
8, and her children Lourdes, 
14, and Rocco, 12.Q 



% 



U.S. performer Madonna, centre, tours the Mphandura orpa- 
hange near Lilongwe, Malawi, Friday April 5, 2013. Madonna, 
is spending her fourth day in the southern African country from 
where she adopted two children David Banda, right and Mercy 
James, left. 

Associated Press 


Special 

First Course 

CAJUN BEEF SALAD 

tossed with olives, onions, paprika and chili sauce 
SEAFOOD COCKTAIL 
with a pink yoghurt cocktail sauce 
ESCARGOT A LA CREME 
creamy garlic sauce with fresh mushrooms 
GARDEN SALAD BOULANGERE 
dressed with your choice of dressing 
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P/PERSON 


SOUP OF THE DAY 
home made 

Third Course 

STEAK DIANE 

, with sauteed mushrooms tomatoes and herbs 
PICCATA MILANAISE 
served on a bed of pasta with parmesan 
CHICKEN FLORENTINE 
baked stuffed with creamed spinach 
PLAIN OR STUFFED GROUPER 
stuffed with seafood thermidor 


Fourth Course 

CHOCOLATE MOUSSE 
PINEAPPLE SOUFFLE 
ICE CREAM 


FOR RESERVATION LA 503-0899 

l.G. Smith Bh/d. 160 near the tow rise Hotels 
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Under the radar, Cuba and U.S. often work 


PAUL HAVEN 
Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) — Cuba and 
the United States may be 
longtime enemies with a 
bucket overflowing with 
grievances, but the fast 
return of a Florida couple 
who fled U.S. authorities 
with their two kidnapped 
children in tow shows the 
Cold War enemies are ca¬ 
pable of remarkable coop¬ 
eration on many issues. 
Indeed, diplomats and ob¬ 
servers on both sides of the 
Florida Straits say American 
and Cuban law enforce¬ 
ment officers, scientists, di¬ 
saster relief workers. Coast 
Guard officials and other 
experts work together on a 
daily basis, and invariably 
express professional admi¬ 
ration for each other. 

“I don't think the story has 
been told, but there is a 
real warmth in just the sort 
of day-to-day relations 
between U.S. and Cuban 
government officials,” said 
Dan Whittle, who frequent¬ 
ly brings scientific groups 
to the island in his role as 
Cuba program director for 
the Environmental Defense 
Fund. 

“Nearly every time I talk to 
American officials they say 
they were impressed by 
their Cuban counterparts. 
There really is a high level of 
mutual respect.” 

Almost none of these tech¬ 
nical-level interactions 
make the headlines, but 
examples are endless. 

Just last week, Cuba's top 
environmental official Ulises 
Fernandez and several is¬ 
land oil experts attended a 
conference in New York of 
the International Associa¬ 
tion of Drilling Contractors 
after the State Department 
expedited their visas. 

And in March, Cuba's 
leading weatherman, Jose 
Rubiera, traveled to North 
Carolina on a fast-track visa 
to give a talk about hur¬ 
ricane evacuation proce¬ 
dures. Last year’s Hurricane 
Sandy, which slammed Cu¬ 
ba’s eastern city of Santia¬ 
go before devastating the 
northeastern United States, 
was a cruel reminder that 
nature cares not about 
man's political squabbles. 
The American government 
maintains a Coast Guard 



Sharyn Hakken, second from left, and Joshua Hakken, second from right, are taken into book¬ 
ing by Hillsborough County Sheriff Officers at the Orient Road Jail after being brought in from 
Cuba early Wednesday morning, April 10, 2013. 

Associated Press 

confrontation over the fate 
of jailed American con¬ 
tractor Alan Gross, who the 
Cubans want to exchange 
for five of their intelligence 
agents sentenced to long 
jail terms in the U.S. 

Angry barbs between Ha¬ 
vana and Washington on 
issues such as democracy, 
human rights and sover¬ 
eignty are still the norm, 
and even delivering each 
other's mail is a challenge. 
The countries, separated 
by just 90 miles of warm 
Caribbean seas, long-ago 
ended direct service. 
“There are so many weird 



This photo provided by Hillsborough County Sheriff's Office shows 
Joshua Michael Hakken. Hakken, left, and his wife, Sharyn, ac¬ 
cused of kidnapping their two young sons and fleeing by boat 
to Cuba, were handed over to the United States and their chil¬ 
dren were returned to the maternal grandparents who have of¬ 
ficial custody, authorities said Wednesday, April 10, 2013. 

Associated Press 



Robert and Pat Hauser, the grandparents of Chase and Cole 
Hakken, talk to the media Tuesday, April 9, 2013 during a press 
conference at the Hillsborough County Sheriff's Office in Tampa, 
Fla. 

Associated Press 


representative in Cuba, 
and the two countries work 
together to interdict suspi¬ 
cious boats. 

A U.S. diplomat involved in 
the process told The Associ¬ 
ated Press that security of¬ 
ficials on bofh sides are on 
a first-name basis, and that 
the Cubans happily ac¬ 
cept FBI and Coast Guard 
baseball caps as gifts. 

He and other diplomats 
spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity because they were 
not authorized to discuss 
bilateral issues publicly, but 
all said they had noticed a 
thaw in daily interactions 
that belies the subzero tem¬ 
peratures that characterize 
official relations. 

The two countries have 
been at odds since shortly 
after Fidel Castro's beard¬ 
ed rebels marched into Ha¬ 
vana in January 1959 and 


began to set up a Commu¬ 
nist state. Washington has 
maintained an economic 
embargo on the island for 
51 years. 

More recently, the coun¬ 
tries have been locked in 


and abnormal aspects of 
fhe relationship between 
Cuba and the United 
States, things that don’t oc¬ 
cur between other coun¬ 
tries, that when something 



together 

normal happens it is a sur¬ 
prise,” said Carlos Alzuga- 
ray, a former Cuban diplo¬ 
mat. 

He said Cuba has in recent 
years taken a pragmatic 
approach, more often than 
not cooperating on drug 
enforcement and judicial 
issues, something he hoped 
would one day lead to bet¬ 
ter ties. 

“It is important to highlight 
... that in judicial matters 
there is a willingness to co¬ 
operate and that could 
open a path to other types 
of cooperation,” he said, 
citing the return of Joshua 
Michael Hakken and his 
wife, Sharyn, as a case in 
point. 

Cuba is believed to harbor 
dozens of American fugi¬ 
tives from the 1960s and 
1970s, many of them vet¬ 
erans of domestic militant 
groups like the Black Pan¬ 
thers. 

But Havana has clearly 
shown in recent years that 
it has no interest in becom¬ 
ing a refuge for common 
criminals — deporting sus¬ 
pected murderers, child 
molesters and kidnappers 
who were foolish enough 
to think they would be 
beyond U.S. law enforce¬ 
ment’s reach. 

The Hakkens are accused 
of kidnapping their young 
sons from the custody of 
Sharyn's parents and sail¬ 
ing with them and his wife 
to Havana. Cuba promptly 
informed the State De¬ 
partment of the couple’s 
weekend arrival on the is¬ 
land, and worked with U.S. 
officials to send the family 
home swiftly. 

Both sides praised the joint 
effort. 

“We would like to express 
our appreciation to the 
Cuban authorities for their 
extensive cooperation to 
resolve this dangerous situ¬ 
ation quickly,” the U.S. In¬ 
terests Section in Havana, 
which Washington main¬ 
tains instead of an embas¬ 
sy, wrote in a Wednesday 
statement. 

In Washington, State De¬ 
partment spokesman Pat¬ 
rick Ventrell termed coop¬ 
eration as “extensive," but 
said the case should not be 
taken as a sign of polifical 
opening. □ 


































Aruba say’s “Masha Danki” to the Beyar family 



Recently Aruba Tourism 
Authority had the great 
pleasure of honoring a very 
loyal and friendly Goodwill 
Ambassadors. 

The honored are: 

Mr. Tom and Lori Beyar resi¬ 


dent of Staten Island New 
York as Goodwill Ambassa¬ 
dors. Mrs. Patricia Beyar res¬ 
ident of Staten Island New 
York as Distinguished Visitor. 
The honorees are members 
of Paradise Beach Villas 


and have been enjoying 
the Island every year. 

The symbolic honorary title 
is presented in the name 
of the Minister of Tourism as 
a token of appreciation to 
guests who visit Aruba for 


10 to 20 years consecutive. 
The main reasons why they 
keep coming back to Aru¬ 
ba are the friendly people, 
the beaches, the beauti¬ 
ful weather, and the local 
food. 


The certificate was pre¬ 
sented by Ms. Darline S. de 
Cuba representing Aruba 
Tourism Authority and Mrs. 
Milca Erasmus Human Re¬ 
sources Mgr. at Paradise 
Beach Villas.Q 

































THURSDAY 11 APRIL 


“JflLOCAL 



Atca delegates get “Groovy” at Aruba Marriott's welcome reception 
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Best lobster House and International 
Cuisine’s Restaurant 
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She is visiting us for 
more the ten years, 
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Divi Village 
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INTERNATIONAL CUISINE & LOBSTER HOUSE 

Phone: 586-3B431 



PALM BEACH, ARUBA (APRIL 
10, 2013) - Big hair, large 
sun glasses, bright colorful 
decor and groovy beats 
set the ambiance for Mar¬ 
riott’s 70s/80s welcome 
reception for the Annual 
Tourism Conference Aruba 
(ATCA). Over 80 ATCA del¬ 
egates including the top 
wholesalers, travel agents 
and airline partners gath¬ 
ered annually in Aruba to 
network with the Aruba 
Hotels and Tourism Associa¬ 
tion (AHATA) members and 
Aruba’s Destination Man¬ 
agement companies. 

The Aruba Marriott brought 
back the 70s/80s theme 
with the groovy sounds of 
live band “the TRAMPS” 
and DJ Miniteca N.B. Par¬ 
ticipants danced the night 
away and enjoyed the de¬ 
licious food. Marriott's Di¬ 
rector of Sales & Marketing 
Antoinette van den Berg 
and Hotel Manager Matt 
Knights welcomed the 
participants and thanked 
them for their continuous 
support in Aruba and the 
Marriott. The ATCA con¬ 
ference ends on Thursday 
April 11. 


Aruba Marriott Resort & 
Stellaris Casino boasts 411 
guestrooms each with pri¬ 
vate balconies overlook¬ 
ing cascading waterfalls, 
a free form swimming 
pool and tranquil Carib¬ 
bean waters. Guest exclu¬ 
sivity is attainable on the 
eighth floor through the 
Tradewinds Club, a bou¬ 
tique, ‘hotel-within-a-hotel’ 
concept that is paired per¬ 
fectly with the new adults- 
only pool and lounge area. 
On property dining op¬ 
tions range from light to 
elegant with seven restau¬ 
rants and cafes, while en¬ 
tertainment and relaxation 
can be achieved in the is¬ 
land's largest casino, or in 
the 6,500 square-foot spa. 
To obtain more informa¬ 
tion call the Aruba Marriott 
Resort & Stellaris Casino at 
1.800.228.9290 or visit www. 
arubamarriott.com or 
www.tradewindscluba- 
ruba.com. Connect with 
the Aruba Marriott’s official 
Facebook fan page by vis¬ 
iting www.facebook.com/ 
ArubaMarriott and follow 
on Twitter @ArubaMarriott. 
□ 
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Team Aruba continues to popularize the ‘Happy Island’ 



UNION, S.C. April 10, 2013: 
The Extreme Pro Stock 
Team from Aruba has a 
rather unique purpose 
among drag racing. While 
being successful on track is 
certainly among their top 
goals, this team also exists 
for another reason - to pro¬ 
mote their island paradise 
home. Fans that walk by 
their pits are immediately 
drawn in by the sensa¬ 
tion of bright colors of the 
Aruba.com Mustang and 
hauler and surrounding 
island-themed decor. The 
team themselves, a true 
reflection of the ‘happy is¬ 
land’, pique the interests of 
racers and fans alike. And 
a quick tour of the Team’s 
Facebook or Twitter pages 
will quickly have one long¬ 
ing for white sands and 
tropical breezes. Any in¬ 
teraction with this Team is 
sure to draw interest in an 
Aruba vacation. Already 
many racers and fans 
have visited Aruba based 
on the recommendation 


of the Eman family and 
Team Aruba, including Pro 
Mod legend Harold Martin 
and former Pro Stock World 
Champions. Most recently 
Brud Benecke, crew mem¬ 
ber for John Pluchino, ven¬ 
tured to Aruba for an island 
getaway. He spoke enthu¬ 
siastically about his trip: 
“Over the last three years 
I’ve become really good 
friends with Team Aruba. 
They kept encouraging me 
to come down to Aruba, so 
finally I decided to take my 
fiancee there on vacation. 
It was truly one of the best 
trips we’ve ever had. Every¬ 
one on the island was very 
accommodating and nice. 
Ven [Eman] went out of his 
way to show us around. We 
had a wonderful time and 
will certainly do it again. 
Our hotel accommoda¬ 
tions were great. It was a 
peaceful vacation. We 
didn’t have to worry about 
rain. Out of all the places 
I've been Aruba was the 
most accommodating 


and certainly a favorite. 
The only reason I went was 
because of Team Aruba, 
but now I will definitely go 
back. I also got a really, re¬ 
ally good price by taking 
Team Aruba’s recommen¬ 
dation and going through 
Player's Choice Tours." 

Guy Gemore of Player's 


Choice Tours strictly sales 
Aruba vacation packages 
and has received many 
vacationers at the recom¬ 
mendation of Team Aru¬ 
ba. Another of Pluchino’s 
crew members. Bill Mad¬ 
den, booked a vacation 
through Guy Gemore and 
ended up buying a time- 


share in Aruba. For more 
information on your next 
vacation email guy@play- 
erschoicetours.com. 

The Team Aruba tour con¬ 
tinues this weekend for 
the Hardee’s ADRL Geor¬ 
gia Drags, April 13-14 at 
South Georgia Motorsports 
ParkO 
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$6 for 4-Card BINGO! • 8 games to play! 


Additional &S8ffl (kymw in ° ur Monthly Early Bird 

Drawing when you purchase your card prior to 12 noon! 


Where Aruba goes to play! 




Open daily 10am to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.casinoalhambra.com CASINO AND SHOPS 
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Group of Loyal visitors honored by ATA at La Cabana Beach Resort 



Recently, the Aruba Tour¬ 
ism Authority had the great 
pleasure of honored: 

Diane and John Liss resi¬ 
dent of Boothwyn Pennsyl¬ 
vania as Distinguished Visi¬ 
tors 

Ron Mayes and Janice 
Mayes resident of Webster 
Massachusetts as Goodwill 
Ambassadors 
Francis J. and Kathleen A. 
Prasse resident of Walpole 
Massachusetts as Distin¬ 
guished Visitors 
The symbolic honorary title 
is presented in the name of 
the Minister of Tourism as a 


token of appreciation to 
guest who visit Aruba for 10 
and 20 or more consecu¬ 
tive years. 

The certificate was pre¬ 
sented by Ms. Darline S. de 
Cuba representing Aruba 
Tourism 

Authority with the activi¬ 
ties coordinator Mrs. Shar- 
line Charles at La Cabana 
Beach Resort. 

Top reason for returning 
provided by the honorees 
were the Fantastic Sun¬ 
set, Beautiful Blue Ocean, 
Friendly Aruban Hospitality 
and local Restaurant. □ 




Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “from the pier to your plate!” 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of Drift¬ 
wood Fishing Charters, the 
successful fisherman of the 
established seafood restau¬ 
rant Driftwood in Oranjestad. 
Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweater has a love and 
passion for fishing. 

A fisherman who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have to offer, 
and what the words :fresh seafood” 
really mean. 

What Herby catches will be served 
in his restaurant on the same day. 
Herby loves to share his fishing 
passion with the many visitors to 
the island. His fleet of a 35ft. Twin 
Engine Bertram yacht and a 50ft. 
Twin Engine Post yacht, 
appropriately called “Driftwood I 
and II, is available for charters on 
12 noon and from 1pm to 5pm. 




Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: captain, mate 
all fishing equipment, bait, sodas 
and bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and snacks are 
also included. 

You can call Herby directly at (297) 
592 4040 or go to www.drftwooda- 
ruba.com 

Driftwood Restaurant. This 
authentic Aruban seafood restau¬ 
rant is located in characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. Their 


extended menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily spe¬ 
cials, as well as a delicious 4-course 
menu for just $25.95 Charter deep 
sea fishing rates: $400 - 1/2 day • 
$760 - full day. Rates per boat Max. 
6 people. Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood Res¬ 
taurant; Klipstraat #12, Downtown 
Oranjestad. Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www. d riftwood a ru ba. com 
Open hours: every day, from 5pm till 
10:30pm. Sunday Closed. 
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Joe Torre, top, MLB Executive 
Vice President of Baseball 
Operations, jokes around with 
St. Louis Cardinals teammate 
Bob Gibson, Wednesday, 

April 10, 2013, in La Vista, 

Neb. 

Associated Press 

Joe Torre 
says baseball 
belongs back 
in Olympics 

ERIC OLSON 

AP Sports Writer 

LA VISTA, Nebraska (AP) — 

Joe Torre’s first experience 
in international baseball 
convinced him that the 
sport should be back in the 
Olympics. 

Torre managed the United 
States in the World Baseball 
Classic last month and said 
he was impressed with how 
invested the players were 
in the games even though 
they had to leave spring 
training to participate. 

The Americans lost in the 
semifinals of the 16-nation 
tournament. The Domini¬ 
can Republic defeated 
Puerto Rico in the final. 

“The World Baseball Classic 
has showed you the three 
times it's been played 
that other countries have 
caught on and done a 
pretty good job of playing 
baseball,” Torre said. 

Torre is a Major League 
Baseball executive vice 
president but not directly 
involved in MLB’s efforts 
to return the sport to the 
Olympics. 
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The Masters not always kind to favorites 



From left, Arnold Palmer, Jack Nicklaus and Gary Player walk together during the par three 
competition before the Masters golf tournament Wednesday, April 10, 2013, in Augusta, Ga. 

Associated Press 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
AUGUSTA, Georgia (AP) — 

The first tee shot clattered 
through a pair of pines on 
the left side of the 13th fair¬ 
way, finally landing on the 
wrong side of Rae’s Creek. 
Tiger Woods tried again, 
and this wasn’t any bet¬ 
ter. Fans peered across 
the fairway and only heard 
the ball rifle through some 
bushes. 

“He’s hitting another one,” 
a man announced from 
the gallery. 

The third shot with a fair¬ 
way metal caused them to 
retreat until it turned with a 
slight draw, clipping a pine 
branch and settling in the 
second cut of rough. 
Woods played nine holes 
Wednesday morning in his 
final tuneup for the Mas¬ 
ters, and how he played 
was of little consequence. 
Even so, that snapshot from 
the 13th tee was another 
reminder how quickly the 
best plans can fall apart, 
even for the No. 1 player 
on top of his game, espe¬ 
cially at Augusta National. 
Think back to Woods at his 
absolute best. 

He won 10 times in 2000, in¬ 
cluding three majors, and 
finished no worse than fifth 
in 19 of his 22 tournaments 
worldwide. Going into the 
Masters, he either won or 
finished second in 10 of 
his previous 11 PGA Tour 
events. It felt as though 
everyone was playing for 
second at Augusta that 
year. 

What happened? 

Woods made a double bo¬ 
gey and a triple bogey in a 


span of three holes, shot 75 
in the opening round and 
never caught up. 

The hype over Woods is 
not that strong this year, 
though there is no doubt 
who is driving the conver¬ 
sation. 

Those who have played 
with him on the course or 
hit balls next to him on the 
range talked about how 
he never missed a shot. 
His putting has been pure 
since he got that tip from 
Steve Strieker last month at 
Doral. And it shows in the 
scores. Woods has won his 
last two tournaments, at 
Doral and Bay Hill, and nei¬ 
ther was terribly close. 
When the Masters begins 
on Thursday, he is the odds- 
on favorite to end his five- 
year drought in the majors, 
and win a green jacket for 
the first time since 2005. 
Trouble is, Augusta Nation¬ 
al doesn't play favorites. 
“Obviously, Tiger is Tiger,” 


said Scott Piercy, who will 
play alongside Woods and 
Luke Donald in the opening 
two rounds. “He's always 
going to be that target. He 
knows it, and that's how he 
wants it. But there's a lot 
of people getting closer. 
And the golfing gods, or 
whatever you want to call 
them, have a lot to do with 
winning. A bounce here, a 
bounce there. A lip in, a lip 
out.” 

Angel Cabrera got one of 
those bounces off a pine 
tree and back into the 18th 
fairway in 2009 that helped 
him save par and win a 
playoff on the next hole. 
Sure, he was a former U.S. 
Open champion, but the 
big Argentine was No. 69 
in the world that year, the 
lowest-ranked player to 
ever win the Masters. 

The hole got in the way 
twice for Chari Schwartzel 
in 2011, once on a chip 
across the first green that 


fell for birdie, another a 
shot from the third fairway 
that dropped for eagle. He 
finished with four straight 
birdies to win. 

It has been 11 years since 
the No. 1 player in the 
world — Woods — won the 
Masters. 

There is always the usual 
assortment of players who 
seem to contend every 
year for a green jacket. Phil 
Mickelson is a three-time 
Masters champion, his most 
recent in 2010 when he ar¬ 
rived at Augusta National 
without having come close 
to winning that year. Fred 
Couples was tied for the 36- 
hole lead last year at age 
52. Rory Mcllroy has shown 
he can play the course, 
at least on the weekdays. 
Lee Westwood has been 
among the top three twice 
since 2010. 

Three-time Masters cham¬ 
pion Nick Faldo didn’t 
name them all, but his list 


kept growing when he 
talked about 20 players 
who could win the Masters, 
all from what he referred 
to as the second tier and 
described as “pretty darn 
good.” 

Justin Rose, Ian Poulterand 
Luke Donald. Brandt Sne- 
deker and Bill Haas. Louis 
Oosthuizen and Schwartz¬ 
el. 

“Yes, Tiger is the favorite,” 
Faldo said. “He's strong. 
He's determined. We will 
see. But he’s going to be 
chased by a lot of really 
good players.” 

Woods is annoyed that 
seven Masters have come 
and gone since he last 
sat in Butler Cabin with his 
green jacket, though he 
looks at his record and isn't 
worried. He keeps giving 
himself chances, and he 
figures one of these years, 
everything will fall into 
place. 

Woods has broken 70 only 
once in his 16 years at Au¬ 
gusta as a pro. His average 
score is 71.9. 

But he's still the guy to 
beat. 

“I think everybody has the 
same thought on Tiger: 
We'll worry about that Sun¬ 
day afternoon,” Snedeker 
said. “I’m sure he’s going 
to be up thereO 
I think everybody has a 
complete idea of know¬ 
ing he’s probably playing 
the best golf in the world 
right now, hands down. 
If I'm there Sunday after¬ 
noon with Tiger Woods at 
some point ... it's probably 
going to be a good week 
because he's going to be 
somewhere close. ”□ 


Roger Federer commits to 
hometown Swiss Indoors event 


BASEL, Switzerland (AP) — 

Roger Federer says he will 
play at the Swiss Indoors in 
October, ending specula¬ 
tion he could skip his home¬ 
town tournament in a con¬ 
tractual dispute. 

Federer tells Swiss daily Tag- 
es Anzeiger that “everyone 
knows how much this tour¬ 
nament means to me, and 


that is still true.” 

The five-time champion 
says “I never said that I 
wouldn’t play in Basel. 

And now I’m trying to make 
this complicated issue sim¬ 
pler.” 

Federer’s contract with 
the event ended after los¬ 
ing last year’s final to Juan 
Martin del Potro. 


Swiss media reported that 
Federer’s management 
sought a seven-figure fee 
and couldn’t reach an 
agreement with tourna¬ 
ment organizers. 

The 31-year-old Federer 
says “I can play in Basel 
without any kind of con¬ 
tract or agreement, if I feel 
like it, and I do.’O 



This is a Sunday, Oct. 28, 2012 file photo of Switzerland's Roger 
Federer as he returns a ball to Argentina's Juan Martin Del Potro 
during their final match at the Swiss Indoors tennis tournament 
at the St. Jakobshalle in Basel, Switzerland. 

Associated Press 
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Knicks win first Atlantic division title since 1994 



Washington Wizards’ John Wall (2) goes up past New York Knicks' Carmelo Anthony during the first 
half of an NBA basketball game, Tuesday, April 9, 2013, at Madison Square Garden in New York. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — The 

New York Knicks romped 
to their first Atlantic Divi¬ 
sion title since 1994, getting 
36 points from Carmelo 
Anthony and beating the 
Washington Wizards 120-99 
on Tuesday night for their 
13th straight victory. 
Anthony put this one away 
with 21 points during the 
Knicks’ 37-point third quar¬ 
ter that gave them a 95- 
71 lead. The NBA's scor¬ 
ing leader added eight 
rebounds and six assists 
while becoming the first 
Knick since newly elected 
Hall of Famer Bernard King 
with five straight 35-point 
games. 

Iman Shumpert added 
18 points for the Knicks, 
who negated a height 
disadvantage by tying a 
franchise record with 20 
3-pointers. J.R. Smith and 
Chris Copeland each add¬ 
ed 17 points. 

On their longest winning 
streak since winning 15 in a 
row from March 1 to April 2, 
1994, the Knicks can tie the 
franchise record of 18 in a 
row, set early in their first 
NBA championship season 
of 1969-70, by winning their 
final five games. 

John Wall scored 33 points 
for the Wizards. 

HEAT 94, BUCKS 83 
MIAMI (AP) — LeBron 
James scored 28 points. 


Udonis Haslem had 10 
points and 15 rebounds 
and Miami moved a step 
closer to wrapping up 
home-court advantage in 
the playoffs with a win over 
Milwaukee. 

The Heat tied a franchise 
single-season record by 
winning for the 61st time, 
getting there with five 
games remaining. Miami 
needs only one more win 
or one San Antonio loss to 
clinch the top overall seed 
for the entirety of the play¬ 
offs. 

Norris Cole and Ray Al¬ 
len each scored 11 for the 
Heat, who played without 


an injured Dwyane Wade 
and an ill Chris Bosh. 
Brandon Jennings scored 
30 points for the Bucks, who 
will likely meet Miami in the 
first round. 

THUNDER 90, JAZZ 80 
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — Rus¬ 
sell Westbrook scored 25 
points, Kevin Durant added 
21 and the Oklahoma City 
Thunder beat the Utah Jazz 
90-80 on Tuesday night. 

The Thunder continued 
their push to claim the top 
overall seed in the West, 
while the Jazz fell into a tie 
with the Lakers for the final 
playoff spot in the West. 
Utah own the tiebreaker 


over the Lakers. 

Paul Millsap’s dunk pulled 
Utah within four, but Du¬ 
rant hit two free throws 
and Westbrook stole the in¬ 
bound pass to seal it for the 
Thunder. 

Mo Williams led the Jazz 
with 19 points. 

PACERS 99, CAVALIERS 94 
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 

George Hill scored 27 points 
and David West added 15 
to help Indiana rally from 
a 20-point deficit for a win 
over Cleveland. 

Paul George chipped in 
with 14 points, Lance Ste¬ 
phenson had 13 and Tyler 
Hansbrough 12 for the Pac¬ 


ers, who can clinch the No. 
3 seed in the East with a 
win over the Brooklyn Nets 
on Friday. 

Kyrie Irving scored 29 points 
and Indiana native Tyler 
Zeller had 18 before fouling 
out midway through the 
fourth quarter for Cleve¬ 
land, which allowed the 
Pacers to break off a 25-4 
run in the fourth for a 93-92 
lead. 

George hit s 3 with 29.9 
seconds left and Jeff Pen- 
dergraph drew a charge 
on Irving to seal it. 

GRIZZLIES 94, BOBCATS 75 
MEMPHIS, Tennessee (AP) 

— Mike Conley scored 20 
points, Zach Randolph had 
11 points and 13 rebounds, 
and Memphis beat Char¬ 
lotte. 

Memphis won its 13th 
straight at home, tying a 
franchise record with its 
31st home win. 

Kemba Walker scored 19 
points to lead the Bobcats, 
and Gerald Henderson 
had 13. 

The Grizzlies led 63-60 early 
in the fourth quarter before 
pulling away behind a 15-0 
run generated mostly by 
their reserves. Seldom-used 
Jon Leuer had seven points 
during the run and finished 
with 11. Memphis, which 
leads the NBA in scoring 
defense (89.7 points per 
game), held Charlotte to 
37.7 percent shootingO 


Joe Torre 

Continued from Page 17 



Joe Torre, MLB Executive Vice President of Baseball Operations, 
speaks, Wednesday, April 10, 2013, in La Vista, Neb. Torre said 
his experience as manager of Team USA in the World Baseball 
Classic has convinced him that the sport belongs in the Olym¬ 
pics. 


Baseball and softball have 
been out of the Games 
since 2008 and have 
merged in a bid to return in 
2020. They are competing 
against seven other sports 
for a single spot on the pro¬ 
gram. The IOC board will 
meet next month in St. Pe¬ 
tersburg, Russia, to select 
one or more sports to sub¬ 
mit for final consideration 
to the IOC general assem¬ 
bly in September. 

“I’m a realist. I’d like to be¬ 
lieve it will happen,” Torre 
said. 

“The reason I can’t give 
you better than that is be¬ 
cause I’d like to be sitting 
across the table and trying 
to make a case for it, and 


I’m sort of on the sidelines. 
That’s not a criticism. That’s 
the way we're set up in 
MLB." 

Torre said that while Ja¬ 
pan, Cuba and Taiwan 
along with the United 
States, Puerto Rico and the 
Dominican Republic are 
the elite baseball-playing 
nations, the Netherlands 
and Brazil are among the 
nations improving rapidly. 
“To me, it's really disap¬ 
pointing if we don't get 
people's attention by 
what's been going on in 
the world and how many 
more countries are getting 
interested in promoting the 
game of baseball,” Torre 
said. 


Though the WBC was over¬ 
shadowed by spring train¬ 
ing and the college bas¬ 
ketball tournament in the 
United States, WBC orga- 


Associated Press 

nizers said the event ex¬ 
ceeded global broadcast 
and ticket sales targets. 
“You look at how they 
filled the ballparks in Puer¬ 


to Rico and Japan when 
they were playing there," 
Torre said. Torre said there 
probably isn’t a better time 
of year to play the WBC, 
which will next be held in 
2017. He said it would be 
too much to ask major 
leaguers to play the WBC 
late in the year after many 
of them had played 200 
spring-training and reg¬ 
ular-season games and 
playoffs. “Right now, un¬ 
less somebody says some¬ 
thing to me that sort of 
strikes a chord, we're just 
going to have to keep do¬ 
ing this,” he said. Torre said 
he would not be in favor 
of eliminating the All-Star 
Game and putting the ma¬ 
jor league season on hiatus 
for three weeks at midsea¬ 
son in years when the WBC 
is played. □ 
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Yankees hit 5 home runs, clobber Indians 14-1 



New York Yankees' Robinson Cano watches his two-run double 
off Cleveland Indians starting pitcher Carlos Carrasco in the 
second inning of a baseball game, Tuesday, April 9, 2013, in 
Cleveland. Indians catcher Yan Gomes is at left.Associated 
Press 


The Associated Press 
CLEVELAND (AP) — Robin¬ 
son Cano hit one of New 
York’s five homers and 
drove in five runs, Andy 
Peftiffe pitched seven solid 
innings and the Yankees 
romped to a 14-1 win Tues¬ 
day night over the Cleve¬ 
land Indians, who had 
starter Carlos Carrasco 
ejected from his first ap¬ 
pearance since 2011. 

AL Capsules The 40-year- 
old Pettitte (2-0) allowed 
one run and five hits in his 
second strong start. 

Cano hit a two-run double 
in the second off Carras¬ 
co (0-1) and connected 
for his third homer in two 
days in the fourth. Follow¬ 
ing Cano’s two-run homer, 
Carrasco, who just served 
a five-game suspension for 
throwing at a hitter in 2011, 
drilled Kevin Youkilis in the 
shoulder with a pitch and 
got tossed. 

Youkilis and Brennan 
Boesch hit two-run homers, 
and Ichiro Suzuki and Lyle 
Overbay had solo shots for 
the Yankees. 

TIGERS 7, BLUE JAYS 3 
DETROIT (AP) — AL MVP 
Miguel Cabrera hit his first 
homer of the season and 
drove in four runs, left field¬ 
er Don Kelly made a home 
run-robbing catch and the 


Detroit Tigers beat the To¬ 
ronto Blue Jays. 

The Blue Jays, who spent 
millions during the winter to 
upgrade their roster, fell to 
2-5 for their worst start since 
2004. Cabrera, coming off 
his Triple Crown season, 
had four hits and scored 
three times. 

Torii Hunter had three hits, 
including the 2,000th of 
his career, and Alex Avila 
homered. 

Kelly took away a home 
run from J.P. Arencibia 
leading off the second. 
Anibal Sanchez (1-0) struck 
out eight in seven innings. 


He allowed two runs and 
five hits with one walk. Joa¬ 
quin Benoit worked the 
ninth and gave up Cody 
Rasmus' solo home run. 
Brandon Morrow (0-1) 
gave up five runs and nine 
hits in 3 2-3 innings. 
RANGERS 6 , RAYS 1 
ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) — 
Nick Tepesch pitched into 
the eighth inning in his ma¬ 
jor league debut, Lance 
Berkman had a key two- 
run single among three 
hits and the Texas Rangers 
beat the Tampa Bay Rays. 
Tepesch retired 12 straight 
batters before hesitat¬ 


ing to pick up a slow roller 
from Kelly Johnson that 
went for a one-out single 
in the eighth. The 24-year- 
old right-hander left to a 
standing ovation after Des¬ 
mond Jennings followed 
with his second double of 
the game. 

Tepesch (1-0) allowed four 
hits and a run with three 
walks and five strikeouts. 
Roberto Hernandez (0-2) 
gave up eight hits and six 
runs — five earned — in 6 
2-3 innings. 

ROYALS 7, TWINS 4 
KANSAS CITY, Missouri (AP) 
— Jeremy Guthrie won 
his career-best seventh 
straight decision, dating 
to last season, and Alcides 
Escobar had three hits and 
an RBI as the Kansas City 
Royals beat the Minnesota 
Twins. 

The Royals, who had not 
scored in the first two in¬ 
nings in their first seven 
games, sent nine to the 
plate in a five-run first. Mike 
Pelfrey (1-1) gave up hits 
to the first five batters he 
faced. 

Joe Mauer, Josh Willing¬ 
ham and Eduardo Escobar 
each hit solo homers to 
keep the Twins close. 
Guthrie (2-0) improved to 
7-0 in his past 13 starts dat¬ 
ing to last August. He al¬ 


lowed four runs on six hits, 
including the three home 
runs, in 6 2-3 innings. 

Greg Holland picked up 
the save, but not before 
walking two and giving up 
a single to Escobar, his third 
hit, to load the bases. Hol¬ 
land struck out Mauer to 
end the game. 

ATHLETICS 9, ANGELS 5 
ANAHEIM, California (AP) 
— Pinch-hitter John Jaso 
had a go-ahead, three-run 
homer in the seventh in¬ 
ning, and the Oakland Ath¬ 
letics blew a four-run lead 
before rallying to beat the 
Los Angeles Angels in the 
majors’ final home opener. 
Brandon Moss had three 
hits and drove in four runs, 
delivering an early two- 
run single before adding a 
two-run homer after Jaso’s 
shot. Coco Crisp also hit his 
fourth homer for the A’s, 
who have won six straight 
after an 0-2 start. 

Josh Hamilton went 0 for 
4 with a sacrifice fly in 
his home debut for the 
big-budget Angels, who 
dropped to 2-5. 

Howie Kendrick had three 
hits and capped Los An¬ 
geles’ three-run rally in the 
sixth with a tiebreaking 
triple off Ryan Cook (1-0). 
Albert Pujols reached base 
four times for the AngelsO 


Medlen pitches streaking Braves past Marlins 3-2 



Atlanta Braves' Kris Medlen pitching during the sixth inning of 
a baseball game against the Miami Marlins in Miami, Tuesday, 
April 9, 2013. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
MIAMI (AP) — Kris Medlen 
allowed only an unearned 
run in seven innings Tues¬ 
day night, and the Atlanta 
Braves earned their fifth 
consecutive victory by 
beating the punchless Mi¬ 
ami Marlins 3-2. 

The Braves improved to 
7-1, their best start since 
2007. The Marlins fell to 1-7 
with their fourth consecu¬ 
tive defeat, and they're 
off to their worst start since 
the 1998 team began the 
season 1-11. Evan Gattis hit 
his second homer and Jus¬ 
tin Upton doubled home a 
run. 

Craig Kimbrel pitched 
around a leadoff walk in 
the ninth for his fourth save 
in as many chances to 
complete a four-hitter. At¬ 
lanta has allowed six hits 


and two runs in the first two 
games of the series. 
Announced attendance 
was 14,222, the smallest 
crowd at Marlins Park since 
it opened a year ago. 
PHILLIES 8, METS 3 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Mi¬ 
chael Young and Ryan 
Howard homered, Cliff Lee 
came within one out of a 
complete game and the 
Philadelphia Phillies beat 
the New York Mets. 

John Mayberry Jr. also 
went deep for Philadel¬ 
phia and Young had three 
hits, missing the cycle by a 
double. 

Lee (2-0) allowed three 
runs — two earned — and 
eight hits, striking out six 
in 8 2-3 innings. The 2008 
AL Cy Young Award win¬ 
ner didn’t win his second 
game until July 31 last year. 


The Phillies (3-5) roughed 
up Dillon Gee (0-2) for sev¬ 
en runs and 10 hits in three 
innings. It was his shortest 
career outing in 51 starts. 
John Buck hit his fourth 
homer in eight games for 


the Mets, who fell to 5-3. 

PADRES 9, DODGERS 3 
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Will 
Venable homered and hit 
a bases-loaded triple for 
the San Diego Padres, who 
rebounded from a dread¬ 


ful six-game trip to win their 
home opener against the 
rival Los Angeles Dodgers. 
Venable tied his career 
high with four RBIs. He hom¬ 
ered in the first and his two- 
out triple highlighted a five- 
run eighth against three 
Dodgers relievers. The Pa¬ 
dres sent 11 batters to the 
plate that inning, five of 
whom walked. 

Nick Hundley also hom¬ 
ered off Josh Beckett for 
the Padres, who were out- 
homered 10-1 and out- 
scored 40-14 in going 1-5 in 
a swing through New York 
and Colorado. 

Luke Gregerson (1-0) got 
the last out of the seventh, 
the only batter he faced, 
for the win. Ronald Belisa- 
rio (0-1) allowed a run and 
two hits in two-thirds of an 
inning for the loss in relief.Q 
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Islanders improve playoff 
chances, dim Flyers’ hopes 


The Associated Press 
UNIONDALE, New York (AP) 

— Michael Grabner scored 
the go-ahead goal late 
in the second period and 
Evgeni Nabokov made 26 
saves as the New York Is¬ 
landers took another step 
toward the playoffs with 
a 4-1 win over the Phila¬ 
delphia Flyers on Tuesday 
night. 

NHL Capsules The Islanders 
won for the seventh time 
in nine games and moved 
two points ahead of the 
idle Rangers into seventh 
place in the Eastern Con¬ 
ference. Philadelphia (17- 
19-3) is 12th in the East, five 
points behind the Rangers 
and the postseason cutoff. 
The Islanders, who won just 
two of their first 11 home 
games this season, have 
four consecutive wins at 
Nassau Coliseum. 

John Tavares and Casey 
Cizikas — into an empty net 

— scored 28 seconds apart 
in the final two minutes to 
put New York ahead 4-1. 
Jakub Voracek gave the 
Flyers a 1-0 lead in the first 
period. 

PENGUINS 5, HURRICANES 3 
RALEIGH, North Carolina 
(AP) — Beau Bennett and 
Evgeni Malkin scored 13 
seconds apart in the third 
period, and Pittsburgh 
clinched the Atlantic Divi¬ 
sion title by beating free- 
falling Carolina. 

Brenden Morrow scored his 
first goal with the Penguins, 
Robert Bortuzzo added a 
goal, and Pascal Dupuis 
had an empty-netter and 
two assists. 

Marc-Andre Fleury made 
25 saves for Penguins, who 
were without a handful of 
regulars — including cap¬ 
tain Sidney Crosby, James 
Neal and Kris Letang — but 
still handed the Hurricanes 
their club-record eighth 
straight home loss. 

Joe Corvo and Bobby San- 
guinetti scored early goals 
for the Hurricanes, and Ri¬ 
ley Nash put them ahead 
3-2 at 2:00 of the third. 
Justin Peters made 28 saves 
for Carolina, which lost its 
sixth straight and for the 
13th time in 14 games. 


BLUE JACKETS 4, SHARKS 0 
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — 

Sergei Bobrovsky earned 
his fourth NHL shutout — all 
in his last 15 games — and 
newcomer Marian Gaborik 
had a goal and an assist, 
leading Columbus over San 
Jose. Matt Calvert, James 
Wisniewski and Ryan Jo¬ 
hansen also scored for the 
Blue Jackets, who had lost 
their previous two games. 
Bobrovsky, who didn’t have 
a shutout in his first 98 NHL 
appearances, made 30 
saves, including stopping 
Patrick Marleau’s point- 
blank wrister in the third pe¬ 
riod and Dan Boyle's hard, 
power-play slap shot in the 
second. The Blue Jackets 
have gotten points in 17 of 
their last 21 games (12-4- 
5). They had a four-game 
home winning streak end¬ 
ed Sunday night by Minne¬ 
sota, 3-0. That defeat also 
snapped a club-record 
12-game points streak at 
home (9-0-3). 

CAPITALS 3, CANADIENS 2 
MONTREAL (AP) — Alex 
Ovechkin scored his 26th 
goal and Jack Hillen net¬ 
ted his first as Washington 
stretched its winning run 
to five games by beating 
Montreal. Eric Fehr also 
scored for the Southeast 
Division-leading Capitals, 
who are 6-0-1 in their last 
seven. They are 5-0 in April, 
during which Ovechkin has 
eight goals, and Nicklas 
Backstrom, who had two 
assists, has 11 points — all 
assists. Lars Eller scored both 
goals for Montreal, which 
lost for the second time in 
seven games. It was Mon¬ 
treal's first loss to a South¬ 
east team (11-1-0) in 2013. 
The Capitals improved to 
6-0-1 in their last seven visits 
to Montreal. 

LIGHTNING 3, SENATORS 2 
TAMPA, Florida (AP) — Ste¬ 
ven Stamkos scored his 
26th goal of the season in 
the third period, and Tam¬ 
pa Bay beat Ottawa. 
Stamkos snapped a 2-2 
tie with a power-play goal 
off a pass through the slot 
by Vincent Lecavalier with 
5:04 to play. 

Tampa Bay also got goals 


from Pierre-Cedric La brie 
and Lecavalier. Martin St. 
Louis assisted on Lecava- 
lier's goal for his 900th 
point. The right wing, the 
98th NHL player to reach 
the milestone, also assisted 
on Stamkos’ goal. 

Daniel Alfredsson and Guil¬ 
laume Latendresse scored 
for the Senators, who have 
lost five in a row. Kyle Turris 
had two assists. Latendres¬ 
se tied it at 2 from near the 
crease on a power play 21 
seconds into the third. 
Alfredsson has 425 goals, 
tying him for 70th place 
on the NHL career list with 
Brian Propp. The right wing 
also tied Frank Mahovlich 
for 56th place with 1,103 
points. 

JETS 4, SABRES 1 
WINNIPEG, Manitoba (AP) 

— Aaron Gagnon scored 
his first NHL goal to help 
Winnipeg top Buffalo. Ga¬ 
gnon was playing in just his 
third game since he was 
called up from the AHL. 
Kyle Wellwood, Andrew 
Ladd and Blake Wheel¬ 
er had Winnipeg’s other 
goals. 

Kevin Porter had the only 
goal for the Sabres in the 
third period, spoiling what 
could have been Ondrej 
Pavelec’s first shutout of 
the season. Pavelec fin¬ 
ished with 29 saves. 

It was the second consecu¬ 
tive win for the Jets during 
a six-game homestand. 
Winnipeg trails Washington 
by two points in the South¬ 
east Division. 

BLUES 1, PREDATORS 0 
NASHVILLE, Tennessee 
(AP) — Brian Elliott made 
15 saves, and Alex Steen 
snapped a six-game goal 
drought to lead St. Louis 
over Nashville. 

The Blues extended their 
winning streak to a season- 
high five games. The fading 
Predators have dropped 
four straight and seven of 
eight. 

Elliott was relatively untest¬ 
ed en route to his second 
consecutive shutout. He 
made four saves in the first, 
six in the second and five in 
the third. Elliott has 20 ca¬ 
reer shutouts.Q 



New York Islanders center Keith Aucoin (10) and Kyle Okposo 
(21) celebrate their 4-1 win over the Philadelphia Flyers in an 
NHL hockey game in Uniondale, N.Y., Tuesday, April 9, 2013. 

Associated Press 
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Boxers work to knock out Parkinson’s symptoms 


PAMELA ENGEL 
Associated Press 
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 

When Mary Yeaman was 
diagnosed with Parkinson’s 
disease in 2006, she could 
barely bring herself to 
leave her house. Her mus¬ 
cles were weak, and she 
was having a hard time 
coping. 

“I’ve always done sports 
and stuff like that, and 
it was getting to be too 
much just sitting and doing 
nothing,” she said. 

In 2007, she found Rock 
Steady Boxing in Indianap¬ 
olis. She now attends class¬ 
es every week and has 
seen her symptoms ease as 
a result of a rigorous regi¬ 
men of punching, jumping, 
jogging and stretching. 

“It makes my muscles stron¬ 
ger. I can walk better,” said 
Yeaman, 64. 

Rock Steady, founded 
in 2006 by former Marion 
County prosecutor Scott 
C. Newman after he was 
diagnosed with Parkin¬ 
son's at age 40, gives 
people suffering from the 
disease an outlet to ease 
their symptoms and im- 




In this photo taken March 19,2013, Dr. S. Elizabeth Zauber M.D. an 
Assistant Professor of Neurology at Indiana University School of 
Medicine, and a movement disorders specialist, poses ringside 
at Rock Steady Boxing in Indianapolis, where she serves on the 
board. 

Associated Press 


prove their physical fitness. 
Through boxing-inspired fit¬ 
ness classes, participants 
use exercise to slow the 
symptoms of a progressive 
neurological disease that 
causes tremors, muscle ri¬ 
gidity, loss of balance and 
cognitive, speech and vi¬ 
sion impairment. 
“Sometimes people get 
very discouraged when 
they are diagnosed with 
Parkinson’s, understand¬ 
ably facing a disease that 
is progressive, that’s going 
to worsen over time and 
that can take a big toll 
on them," said neurologist 
and Rock Steady board 
member Dr. S. Elizabeth 
Zauber. 

“When they come to a 
gym and realize that ... 
there are people that are 
experiencing the same 
thing (and) there is some¬ 
thing they can do about it 
to get better and perhaps 
slow down the course of 
their disease, then that 
improves their overall out¬ 
look. They realize they’re 
still very capable physically 
even though they have a 
neurological disease.” 


Rock Steady offers 16 
classes a week. The organi¬ 
zation's 125 clients range in 
age from late 30s to early 
90s. 

Classes start slow with a 
warm-up before partici¬ 
pants dive into more rigor¬ 
ous exercise. Coaches set 
up several stations through¬ 
out the small gym with a 
different exercise at each 
one. Participants punch 
hanging boxing bags and 
speed balls, jump rope 
and toss medicine balls. 
The exercises at Rock 
Steady are based on box¬ 
ing drills, and they're meant 
to extend the perceived 
capabilities of those suffer¬ 
ing from Parkinson’s. There 
are four different class lev¬ 
els, based on the severity 
of the symptoms. 

Boxing works well to com¬ 
bat the disease because 
of the range of motion re¬ 
quired in the exercises, Za¬ 
uber said. 

“I see all the time in my pa¬ 
tients that start exercising 
or my patients that are ex¬ 
ercising that they tend to 
function better,” she said. 
□ 


IVF pioneer Robert Edwards dead at age 87 


MARIA CHENG 
AP Medical Writer 
LONDON (AP) — Robert 
Edwards, a Nobel laure¬ 
ate from Britain whose 
pioneering in vitro fertiliza¬ 
tion research led to the first 
test tube baby and has 
since brought millions of 
people into the world, died 
Wednesday at age 87. 

The University of Cam¬ 
bridge, where he was a 
professor, said Edwards 
passed away peacefully 
in his sleep at his home just 
outside Cambridge. 
Together with Dr. Patrick 
Steptoe, Edwards devel¬ 
oped in vitro fertilization, or 
IVF, which resulted in the 
birth in 1978 of the world’s 
first test tube baby, Louise 
Brown. At the time, the two 
were accused of playing 
God and interfering with 
nature. Since then, the Eu¬ 
ropean Society for Human 
Reproduction and Embry¬ 
ology estimates that about 
5 million babies have been 



British Professor Robert 
Edwards, in this file photo 
dated Thursday, May. 19, 

2005, whose pioneering work 
led to the birth of the world's 
first ‘test tube baby’, seen in 
London, England. 

Associated Press 


born using the technique, 
which creates embryos 
in the laboratory before 
transferring them into a 
woman. Edwards’ “suc¬ 
cess in IVF was one of the 
20th century’s great medi¬ 
cal feats, pursued at long 
odds and despite great 
opprobrium,” International 
Federation of Fertility Soci¬ 
eties President Joe Leigh 
Simpson said. 

“He laid the groundwork 
for infertile couples world¬ 
wide to have children, with 
1-4 per cent of all babies 
in Europe, North America 
and Australia now born by 
assisted reproductive tech¬ 
nologies started by Profes¬ 
sor Edwards. He will be 
greatly missed.” 

Experts say about 350,000 
babies are born by IVF ev¬ 
ery year, mostly to people 
with infertility problems, 
single people and gay and 
lesbian couples. 

“(Edwards) was an ex¬ 
traordinary scientist,” said 


Dr. Peter Braude, emeri¬ 
tus professor of obstetrics 
and gynecology at King’s 
College London, who was 
at Cambridge when Ed¬ 
wards and Steptoe were 
developing IVF. “There 
was such hysteria around 
the kind of work he was 
doing,” Braude said, not¬ 
ing that Edwards stopped 
his research for two years 
after he published details 
on how he had created 
embryos in the laboratory. 
“He wanted to work out 
what the right thing to do 
was, whether he should 
continue or whether he 
was out on a limb."Braude 
said Edwards collected 
donor eggs from women 
in Oldham, where Steptoe 
worked. Edwards then put 
the eggs into test tubes 
which he strapped to his 
legs to keep them warm 
before catching the train 
to Cambridge, where he 
would attempt to fertilize 
them in the laboratory. 


After Brown was born, 
Braude recalled a celebra¬ 
tion at Cambridge, where 
scientists toasted Edwards 
and Steptoe’s achieve¬ 
ment by drinking cham¬ 
pagne out of plastic cups. 
Braude said public opinion 
has evolved considerably 
since then. “I think peo¬ 
ple now understand that 
(Edwards) only had the 
best motivation,” he said. 
“There are few biologists 
that have done something 
so practical and made a 
huge difference for the 
entire world." In 2010, Ed¬ 
wards was awarded the 
Nobel prize in medicine 
or physiology for the de¬ 
velopment of IVF. Step¬ 
toe had already passed 
away; the Nobel prizes 
are not awarded posthu¬ 
mously. The Roman Catho¬ 
lic Church denounced the 
award, arguing that hu¬ 
man life should only begin 
through intercourse and 
not artificially. □ 
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Research firm: PC sales plunge as Windows 8 flops 


MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
PETER SVENSSON 
AP Technology Writers 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Two somber new reports 
show unprecedented de¬ 
clines in desktop and lap¬ 
top sales during the first 
three months of the year 
— signs that the personal 
computer market may 
never fully recover from a 
new generation of mobile 
devices. 

And it appears that a 
makeover of Microsoft's 
Windows operating system 
seems to have done more 
harm than good since the 
software was released in 
October. 

“This is horrific news for 
PCs,” said BGC Financial 
analyst Colin Gillis. “It’s all 
about mobile computing 
now.” First-quarter ship¬ 
ments of PCs fell 14 per¬ 
cent from the same time 
last year, according to 
International Data Corp. 
That’s the deepest quarter¬ 
ly drop since the firm start¬ 
ed tracking the industry 
in 1994. Another research 
firm, Gartner Inc., pegged 
the first-quarter decline at 
11 percent. 

The deviation stemmed 
from the firms’ slightly dif¬ 
ferent definitions of PCs. 
This is the worst shape the 
PC market has been in 
since IBM Corp. released a 
desktop machine in 1981. 

In an attempt to keep the 
PC relevant, Microsoft re¬ 
leased a radical new ver¬ 
sion of Windows lasf fall. 
Windows 8 has a new look 
that’s similar to the design 


of the software running the 
most popular smartphones 
and tablet computers. 
The overhaul requires a 
relearning process, a leap 
that many consumers and 
corporate buyers aren't 
ready to take. 

All signs so far point to Win¬ 
dows 8 being a flop. 
“Unfortunately, it seems 
clear that the Windows 8 
launch not only didn’t pro¬ 
vide a positive boost to the 
PC market, but appears to 
have slowed the market," 
IDC Vice President Bob 
O'Donnell said. 

The newest version of Win¬ 
dows is designed to work 
well with touch-sensitive 
screens, but the displays 
add to the cost of a PC. To¬ 
gether, the changes and 
higher prices “have made 
PCs a less attractive alter¬ 
native to dedicated tab¬ 
lets and other competitive 
devices,” O'Donnell said. 
Representatives of Micro¬ 
soft Corp. were not imme¬ 
diately available for com¬ 
ment. 

IDC’s count excludes tab¬ 
lets, even if they run PC- 
style software. It also ex¬ 
cludes any device that 
has a detachable key¬ 
board. With the release 
of Windows 8, PC makers 
have been reviving their 
experiments with tablet- 
laptop hybrids, some of 
which have detachable 
keyboards. Consumers are 
likely to have shifted some 
of their buying away from 
traditional laptops and to¬ 
ward these new devices, 
which means that the total 



In this Friday, Oct. 26, 2012, file photo, a woman walks past laptop computers running Microsoft 
Windows 8 operating system during its launching ceremony in Hong Kong. Associated Press 


sales decline of Windows- 
based devices may not 
be quite as drastic as IDC’s 
numbers suggest. 

Microsoft shares fell 63 
cents, or 2 percent, to 
$29.65 in extended trad¬ 
ing, after the release of fhe 
report. If had gained 67 
cents in regular trading. 
Hewlett-Packard Co., the 
world’s largest maker of 
PCs, saw a 24 percent 
drop in shipments in the first 
quarter compared with the 
same period a year ago. 
The industry’s No. 2, China’s 
Lenovo Group, is benefit¬ 
ing from sales to first-time 
buyers in China and other 
developing countries. As a 
result, it held sales steady, 
alone among the world’s 
top 5 PC makers, accord¬ 
ing to IDC’s figures. 

HP shares fell 60 cents, or 
2.7 percent, to $21.72 in ex¬ 


Venture capital firms team up 
to invest in Google Glass ideas 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Three influential venture 
capital firms are teaming 
to find and finance entre¬ 
preneurs who want to cre¬ 
ate applications and other 
accessories for Google 
Glass. 

Thaf's an Infernet-con- 
necfed device that is set¬ 
ting out to turn wearable 
computing into the latest 
fashion trend. 

The partnership an¬ 
nounced Wednesday will 
join Google’s own venture 
capital arm with two other 


investment firms, Kleiner 
Perkins Caufield & Byers 
and Andreessen Horowitz. 
The firms are pledging to 
work together to arrange 
seed funding ranging from 
$250,000 fo $2 million fo 
support ideas for software 
and other gear built for 
Google Glass. 

The formation of fhe “Glass 
Collective” is likely to 
heighten the anticipation 
surrounding Google Glass. 
The device isn’t expected 
to be released on the mass 
market until next year.Q 



This June 27, 2012 file photo 
shows Google co-founder 
Sergey Brin demonstrating 
Google's new Glass, 
wearable internet glasses, at 
the Google I/O conference in 
San Francisco. 

Associated Press 




tended trading. They had 
risen 10 cents in regular 
trading. 

Shares of Intel Corp., which 
makes four out of five PC 
processors, fell 27 cents, or 
1.2 percent, to $21.99, af¬ 
ter rising 51 cents in regular 
trading. 

Gartner noted one bright 
spot: Businesses are buying 
more PCs, and account for 
about half of the market. 

In total, IDC put the global 
PC shipments at 76.3 million 


in the quarter, while Gart¬ 
ner put the figure at 79.2 
million. The shipments are 
still higher than they were 
four years ago, during the 
recession. 

Both firms track shipments 
of PCs from the manu¬ 
facturer rather than retail 
sales. Shipments correlate 
closely with sales. The fig¬ 
ures include shipments of 
Apple’s Macs, which ac¬ 
count for about 5 percent 
of the worldwide market. □ 
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KFC parent Yum says China sales hit by bird flu 



In this Saturday, April 6, 2013 photo, a worker takes excrement 
samples from a chicken at a closed poultry market in Nanjing in 
east China’s Jiangsu province. 


CANDICE CHOI 
AP Food Industry Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Yum 

Brands says publicity sur¬ 
rounding a new strain of 
bird flu is hurting its KFC sales 
in China, putting more pres¬ 
sure on its efforts to recover 
from an earlier controversy 
over its chicken suppliers. 
The U.S.-based company 
said in a regulatory filing 
Wednesday that the new 
bird flu cases have had a 
“significant, negative im¬ 
pact” on KFC in the past 
week. 

The company already has 
been working to rebuild 
trust with customers follow¬ 
ing a TV report that its sup¬ 
pliers were giving chickens 
unapproved levels of an¬ 
tibiotics. That report sent 
sales plummeting for Yum, 
the biggest Western fast- 
food operator in China with 
about 5,300 locations. 

For March, Yum said sales 
at restaurants in China 
open at least a year fell 
13 percent, including a 16 
percent drop at KFC and a 
4 percent gain at Pizza Hut. 
The decline follows a 20 


TOM KRISHER 
AP Auto Writer 
DETROIT (AP) — The gov¬ 
ernment has sold another 
piece of its stake in Gen¬ 
eral Motors Co. 

The Treasury Department 
said in its March report to 
Congress that it sold $621 
million worth of GM com¬ 
mon stock last month. 

The report dated Wednes¬ 
day says the government 
has recovered about $30.4 
billion of the $49.5 billion 
bailout it gave the Detroit 
automaker. That means 
taxpayers are still $19.1 bil¬ 
lion in the hole. 

The Treasury says the price 
per share will be revealed 
at a later date. 

GM stock sold in a range of 
$26.75 to $29.30 in March. 
At the midpoint of $28, the 
government would have 
sold roughly 22.2 million 
shares. 

That would leave it with 


percent drop for January 
and February. 

The impact from the bird flu 
cases would be reflected 
in April's sales results, which 
will be reported May 10. 
“Historically in these situa¬ 
tions, we have educated 
consumers that properly 
cooked chicken is perfect¬ 
ly safe to eat, and we will 
continue to do so,” Yum 
said of the bird flu scare in 
the filing with the Securities 


about 255 million shares. 
Those would have to sell 
for around $75 each for 
the government to break 
even, more than double 
the current trading price. 
GM shares closed up 84 
cents, or 3 percent, at 
$28.37 amid a broad mar¬ 
ket rally on Wednesday. 


Associated Press 

and Exchange Commis¬ 
sion. 

China announced the first 
known cases of a new strain 
of bird flu on March 31. The 
reports have sparked con¬ 
cerns among experts that 
the virus could mutate in a 
way that allows it to spread 
easily among people. Al¬ 
though there has been no 
sign of human-to-human 
transmission so far, the vi¬ 
rus has infected 33 people 


Associated Press. 

In January, the Treasury an¬ 
nounced a plan to sell the 
shares by early 2014 and 
said that it hired JPMorgan 
Securities and Citigroup 
Global Markets to conduct 
the sale. The banks will get 
one cent for every share 
they sell, for a fee of up fo 
$3 millionO 


and killed nine. 

Yum has been reporting 
monthly sales figures for 
China to keep investors up¬ 
dated on its recovery efforts 
in relation to the supplier 
scandal. As part of its push 
to regain trust with custom¬ 
ers, it had announced the 
elimination of more than 
1,000 small producers from 
ifs chicken supplier network 
and strengthened over¬ 
sight over farmers. 

CEO David Novak has 
noted that Yum has over¬ 
come major ordeals in 
the past, such as a bird flu 
scare in 2005 that dragged 
down sales by as much as 
40 percent. The company 


By Sandra Chereb 
Associated Press 
CARSON CITY, Nev. (AP) 

-- Casinos on the Las Ve¬ 
gas Strip had their most 
profitable month in his¬ 
tory in February, and gam¬ 
bling revenue was up 15 
percent statewide thanks 
to the Chinese New Year 
and heavy baccarat play, 
state regulators reported 
Wednesday. 

Casinos statewide won 
nearly $1.1 billion in Febru¬ 
ary, up $141 million from 
February 2012 and repre¬ 
senting the largest state¬ 
wide win since December 
2007, said Mike Lawton, se¬ 
nior analyst with the Gam¬ 
ing Control Board. Clark 
County casino revenue of 
$956 million was up nearly 
18 percent. 

Resorts on the Las Vegas 
Strip, Nevada’s tourism 
and gambling mecca, 
had a record month with 
winnings of $696.1 million. 
That's an increase of 31 
percent, or $165.4 million, 
from a year ago. 

“It’s the highest win amount 
ever recorded for the Las 
Vegas Strip,” Lawton said. 
Baccarat is a high-roller 
game favored by Asian 
players, and the Chinese 
New Year falling in Febru¬ 
ary this year was largely re¬ 
sponsible for the big gains. 
Baccarat winnings 

amounted to a record 


hasn't adjusted its aggres¬ 
sive plans for expansion in 
China. 

Nevertheless, Yum has 
warned that that it expects 
its profit to fall in 2013 as a 
result of the chicken sup¬ 
plier scandal. That would 
snap an 11-year streak of 
double-digit growth. 

Yum has more than 39,000 
locations worldwide, and 
China has been a critical 
engine of growth with its 
rapidly growing ranks of 
middle-class consumers. 
Shares of Yum Brands Inc., 
which also owns Taco Bell, 
were down almost 2 per¬ 
cent at $65.50 in after-hours 
trading.Q 


$263.9 million, an increase 
of 131.4 percent, or $150 
million, Lawton said. With¬ 
out baccarat, the overall 
statewide win would have 
been down 1.1 percent 
from the previous year. 

The “win" is what was left 
in casino coffers after bet¬ 
tors wagered $12 billion. A 
breakdown shows $3.4 bil¬ 
lion was wagered on card 
and table games like bac¬ 
carat, and another $8.6 bil¬ 
lion was pumped into slot 
and video poker machines. 
February also marked a 
big month for sports books 
because the Super Bowl 
occurred during the month 
and featured heavy ac¬ 
tion between the Baltimore 
Ravens and San Francisco 
49ers. Sports books won 
$14.2 million, up 24 percent 
from the previous year. On 
football wagers, the win 
amount was $2.2 million, 
up 38 percent. 

Elsewhere around the 
state, casinos in downtown 
Las Vegas saw their num¬ 
bers drop almost 8 per¬ 
cent in February. Washoe 
County gambling revenue 
of almost $60 million was 
down a little more than 1 
percent, while South Lake 
Tahoe numbers were up 
almost 8 percent. 

For the fiscal year that be¬ 
gan July 1, statewide win¬ 
nings are up 2.3 percent. 
□ ~ 


Government sold $621M 
worth of GM stock in March 



CEO of General Motors (GM) Dan Akerson speaks during a press 
conference at Opel headquarters in Ruesselsheim, Germany, 
Wednesday April 10, 2013. 


Nevada gambling revenue 
up 15 percent in February 
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Bitcoin economics: A primer on a volatile currency 



This April 3, 2013 photo shows bitcoin tokens at 35-year-old software engineer Mike Caldwell’s 
shop in Sandy, Utah. Caldwell mints physical versions of bitcoins, cranking out homemade tokens 
with codes protected by tamper-proof holographic seals, a retro-futuristic kind of prepaid cash. 

Associated Press. 


PETER SVENSSON 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Bit- 
coin, the virtual currency 
composed of digital bits, 
is based on cutting-edge 
mathematical schemes 
that guard against coun¬ 
terfeiting. But it's also 
based on an old idea, now 
dismissed by mainstream 
economists, about how a 
currency should operate 
— an idea that could be 
setting bitcoins up for an 
abrupt plunge. 

Bitcoin was started in 2009 
as a currency free from 
government controls, an 
entirely digital means of ex¬ 
change for a digital age. 
It’s a rapidly growing phe¬ 
nomenon that has taken 
root as a payment method 
on some websites for both 
legal and illegal goods. 
Each “coin” has been worth 
less than $10 for most of the 
currency’s history, but this 
week the value surged past 
$200 — with the recent bail¬ 
out crisis in Cyprus seen by 
many as one of the triggers 
of the surge. Wednesday 
saw a “flash crash,” as the 
value dipped close to $100 
before recovering. 

The mefeoric rise in value 
is also linked to what some 
economists say is the big¬ 
gest problem with the cur¬ 
rency: The supply of bit- 


coins increases only slowly, 
at a rate that's coded into 
the system. 

That's a contrast to a regu¬ 
lar paper currency like the 
dollar, whose supply is man¬ 
aged by a central bank like 
the U.S. Federal Reserve. 
The Fed engineers the dol¬ 
lar supply to increase slight¬ 
ly faster than the growth 
of the economy, which 
means that the value of 
the dollar falls slightly every 
year, in the phenomenon 
known as inflation. 


New bitcoins are “mined" 
or generated by comput¬ 
ers. They get harder to gen¬ 
erate all the time, which 
means the inflow of fresh 
bitcoins keeps falling. There 
are about 8 million bitcoins 
in circulation today, and 
the maximum that can be 
generated is 21 million. By 
2032, 99 percent of those 
will have been created. 
Since the supply of bitcoins 
grows so slowly, any in¬ 
crease in demand leads to 
higher prices. That’s widely 


seen as a disaster when it 
happens to a real-world 
currency. As money be¬ 
comes more valuable, our 
incentive is to hold onto the 
money instead of spend¬ 
ing it — slowing down the 
economy. 

“What we want from a 
monetary system isn't to 
make people holding 
money rich; we want it to 
facilitate transactions and 
make the economy as a 
whole rich. And that’s not 
at all what is happening in 


Bitcoin,” Nobel Prize-win¬ 
ning economist Paul Krug- 
man wrote in 2011. 

When the supply of money 
is fixed or increasing only 
slowly, deflation can feed 
on itself. Investors will look 
at the rising price of the 
coins and conclude that 
they’re set to rise further. So 
they buy more, sending the 
price even higher. This goes 
on until the market is sated. 
In the ideal outcome, the 
value of the currency then 
stabilizes at the new high 
level. In the worst case, the 
value plunges. 

This boom-bust cycle has 
already happened once 
before for Bitcoin. It hit 
nearly $31 in June 2011 
then crashed, hitting $2 five 
months later. 

In essence, Bitcoin is similar 
to the “gold standard," the 
monetary system in force 
before modern central 
banking started to take root 
in the 1930s. Under the gold 
standard, each unit of cur¬ 
rency was worth a certain 
amount of gold, leaving 
governments few means 
to increase the amount of 
currency in circulation. 

No country uses the gold 
standard today, but some 
libertarians want to revive 
it, and see Bitcoin as a 
modern-day alternative or 
complementO 


Stocks rise sharply, led 
by gains in technology 



A trader adjusts his glasses as he works on the floor of the New 
York Stock Exchange Wednesday, April 10, 2013. Stocks are 
opening higher on Wall Street, a day after the Dow Jones indus¬ 
trial average closed at its second all-time high in a week. 

Associated Press 


STEVE ROTHWELL 
AP Markets Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Tech¬ 
nology stocks roared back 
Wednesday, driving the 
Standard & Poor’s 500 and 
Dow Jones industrial aver¬ 
age to record highs. 

The industry has lagged the 
broader market this year, 
but surged after network 
communication company 
Adtran reported earnings 
that were double what 
Wall Street analysts expect¬ 
ed. That boosted optimism 
that businesses will increase 
spending on technology 
equipment. 

Chipmakers Micron and 
Intel jumped, as did other 
network equipment mak¬ 


ers like Cisco and JDS Uni¬ 
phase. Stocks were also up 
on an optimistic reading of 
the Federal Reserve Bank’s 
latest minutes. 

Technology stocks rose 1.8 
percent, the most of the 10 
industry groups in the S&P. 
That's a big change from 
fech's weak performance 
fhis year. The group is up 
jusf 4.7 percent, trailing the 
S&P's gain of 11.3 percent. 
“Tech has performed so 
poorly, it’s oversold and 
warrants some interest 
here,” said Scott Wren, a 
senior equity strategist at 
Wells Fargo Advisors. “If the 
economy continues to im¬ 
prove there is going to be 
some capital spending.” 


The stock market is revers¬ 
ing course from last week, 
when investors’ confi¬ 
dence fell because of an 
unexpectedly poor report 
on the U.S. job market and 
other signs that the econo¬ 
my slowed in March. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average jumped 128.78 
points, or 0.9 percent, to 
14,802.24. It was the third 
straight gain for the blue- 
chip index and its biggest 
one-day rise in a month. 
The Dow surged in the first 
three months of the year 
and is still up 13 percent in 
2013. 

The Nasdaq composite, 
which is heavily weighted 
with technology stocks. 


had the biggest percent¬ 
age gain of the three main 
indexes Wednesday, rising 
59.39 points, or 1.8 percent, 
to 3,297.25 The S&P rose 
19.12 points, or 1.2 percent. 


to 1,587.73. 

Investors are seeing posi¬ 
tive news in the minutes 
from fhe Federal Reserve’s 
latest meeting, which were 
released Wednesday. Q 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Musician’s jobs 
5 Procrastinator’s 
word 

10 Slightly open 

14 Actor Wyle 

15 Rome’s nation 

16 Bundle of hay 

17 Distorted; off 

18 Countess or 
duchess 

20 Children’s 
running game 

21 Mattel boy dolls 

22 _ arrived; isn’t 
here yet 

23 Blazing 

25 Go public with 

26 Actor James 
28 Coated with a 

layer of gold 

31 Stringed 
instruments 

32 Piece of grass 
34 Four qts. 

36 In addition to 

37 Hauls 

38 _ Scotia 

39 Caribbean _ 

40 Daytime serials 

41 Allowed by law 

42 “Make it_!”; 

“Hurry up!” 

44 Withdraw; 
move back 

45 Dessert choice 

46 Tablecloths and 
bedsheets 

47 Snoozed 

50 Come across 

51 Toddler’s age 
54 Stamp 

philatelist’s 

hobby 

57 Pitt or Garrett 

58 Qualified 

59 Pig out 

60 Watermelon 
coating 

61 Foot digits 

62 Madrid mister 

63 Performs 

DOWN 

1 Small fly 

2 Dubuque, _ 

3 Enormous 

4 Bashful 
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5 Cruise ships 

6 Make amends 

7 Keep _ on; 
watch closely 

8 Building wing, 
often 

9 Deli loaf 

10 On the train 

11 Fruit spreads 

12 Pres. Chester 
_ Arthur 

13 Payment to a 
landlord 

19 Once in a_; 

occasionally 
21 Smooch 

24 Charges 

25 Assists 

26 Mountain range 
in Europe 

27 Reigns 

28 Chokes 

29 Pompous 

30 Mr. Letterman 

32 Hee-haw 

33 Drink like a dog 
35 Not on time 

37 Dingbat 

38 Friendly 


40 In_of; 

notwithstanding 

41 Give to a 
borrower 

43 Red Delicious 
and McIntosh 

44 Dead _; look- 
alike 

46 Shoptalk 


47 Word to a pest 

48 Gray wolf 

49 Magazine title 

50 Helsinki native 

52 Desire 

53 Chances 

55 Major network 

56 Even score 

57 Undergarment 
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Maine hermit living in 
wild for 27 years arrested 


By GLENN ADAMS 
Associated Press 
ROME, Maine (AP) — A 

man who lived like a hermit 
for decades in a makeshift 
camp in the woods and 
may be responsible for 
more than 1,000 burglaries 
for food and other staples 
has been caught in a sur¬ 
veillance trap at a camp 
he treated as a “Walmart,” 
authorities said Wednes¬ 
day. 

Christopher Knight, 47, 
was arrested last week 
when he tripped a surveil¬ 
lance sensor set up by a 
game warden while steal¬ 
ing food from a camp for 
people with special needs 
in Rome, a town of about 
1,000 whose population 
swells with the arrival of 
summer residents. 
Authorities on Tuesday 
found the campsite where 
they believed Knight, 
known as the North Pond 
Hermit in local lore, has 
lived for 27 years. 

Some residents say they’ve 
been aware of the her¬ 
mit for years, often in con¬ 
nection with break-ins that 
have occurred. He was so 



well known to some sum¬ 
mer cottage owners that 
they left food out for him so 
he wouldn't break in during 
the colder months, state 
Trooper Diane Vance said. 
But others were hardly 
aware of the hermit living 
within their midst without 
detection since 1986. 

“I was born in 1987. He was 
there before I was,” Rome 
resident Melissa Witham 
said outside her home. 

Paul Anderson, a select¬ 
man in the town about 20 
miles northwest of Augusta, 
acknowledged local talk 
about a man living alone in 
the woods. 

“I've lived in the town for 32 
years, and I’ve never, ever 
met the guy,” Anderson 
saidO 
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Rooi Santo 148 

Very well maintained and 
nicely finished 3 bedroom 
home on 717 m 2 of land. 
Comes with landscaped 
garden plus drip system, 

100 % fencing, nice relaxing 
swimming pool, separate 
garage with laundry 
facilities, lots of privacy, 
airconditioned bedrooms, 
several tiled terraces, 
gazebo and much more. 
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Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 586 4242 
www.arubahouses.com 
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FOR SALE 

Florida Time Share 
for sale/rent 

O.F. grand shores west Rm 307, 

2 wks 5 jan 19 to feb 2 
Redding beach, gulf blvd 
e-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
508-651-0016 

199337 

FOR SALE 

La Cabana wk 13, sun-sun 

Studio, sleeps 4 
newly renovated, ocean and 
pool view $5500 
Denise 847-446-4223 
denisehgibson@gmail.com 

199142 

FOR SALE 

Time share resales from owners 
Renaissance Suites 

1 br wk 13 room #2521 pool ocean 
view $8,500 

Call (297) 562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
Free listings 26 years exp. 

_ 199306 

FOR SALE 

Time share resales from owners 
Marriott Surf Club 
2br platinum garden view $17500 
Marriott Ocean Club 

2 br o.v. platinum $22,000 
Call (297) 562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail .com 
Free listings 26 years exp. 

199306 


FOR SALE 

Time share resales from owners 

La Cabana BRC 

1 br wk 13 room #342A P.0. $8500 
Ibrwk 14 room #340CP.O. $8500 
Call (297) 562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail .com 
Free listings 26 years exp. 

199306 

FOR SALE 

Time share resales from owners 

Playa Linda Beach Resort 



Ibrwk 13 room #344 P.0. $11500 
2br wk 13 room # 632 P.O. $23000 
Call (297)562-0712 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
Free listings 26 years exp. 


FOR SALE 

Casa del Mar 1 br wk 13 

first floor-easy access 
Aruba Beach Club Ibrwk 14 

top floor - great view 
arubabw@aol.com 
in Aruba till 4/10 748-0308 

_ 199317 

FOR SALE 

La Cabana wk 13, sun-sun 

Studio, sleeps 4 

newly renovated, Ocean and Pool 
view $5,500 
Denise 847-446-4223 
denisehgibson@gmail.com 

_ 19914 2 

FOR SALE 

Renaissance ocean view 

week 32 Rm 2351 $3500 

ritchey5652@comcast.net 

_ 199024 

Salon Special 

Massage (50 min) $45 
Massage (80 min) $75 
Manic & Pedicure $30 
Facial (basic) $45 and much more 
Bella Vista Spa 

Seroe Patrishi 43 A free pick up!! 
Call now: 583-7338/737-1408 

199132 

wk 52 Studio WOW 
Divi Village Golf Resort 

great ocean & pool view 
only $6950 

contact 564-2686 until 19/4/13 
or z3837@yahoo.de 

199309 

FOR SALE 

Time share resales from owners 

Divi Aruba 

floating wks from 3/16 to 12/14 
studio, 1 br prices start at $3600 
local until 4/11 565-9394 or 
e-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
508-651-0016 

199316 





POLIS 

100 

POLIS 

581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 

582-4000 

NOORD 

587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 

585-4710 

SAVANETA 

584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 

584-5000 

FIRE DEPT. 

115 

FIRE DEPT. 

582-1108 

POLIS TIPLINE 

11141 

HOSPITAL 

527-4000 

AMBULANCE 

582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 


AMBULANCE 

584-5050 


PHARMACY 

O'STAD Oduber Teh 582-1780 
S. NI CO LAS _ _ _AJ oe_ TeJ :_5_8_446_0_6_ 


SERVICES 

INFORMATION 118 

SETAR 582-2116 

TAXI 582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 583-3232 

CRUISESHIP 

Carnival Freedom 
Zuiderdam 


Aruba Aiport 
American Airline 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


524-2424 

582-2700 

588-0059 

588-1900 

588-9314 

588-2244 

582- 7117 
588-4272 

583- 7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 


FOR SALE 

Renaissance Ocean View 

wk 1 -137 $10,500 

wk 16 two weeks to Rent 

$1000 a week 

Call 1-781-760-1048 (cell) 

1-781-324-8130 

Joe or Mary Summers 

114364 


FOR SALE 

Divi Phoenix week 13 

Ibrwk 2 bath, 6th floor type 2 
Rm #763 Great ocean view 
frm living and bedroom 
$18500.00 
Please email: 
dsmith292@vahoo.com 

Tel. 734-4744695 

199323 



FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADAlJel: _583-2999_ 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh 582-4433 _ 
Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 
Teh 583-3808 _ 
Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Teh 583-33_45/58_6-6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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Feelin’ queasy? More air turbulence over Atlantic 



A man watches as a British Airways plane lands at London's Heathrow Airport, in this Monday Jan. 
10, 2011 photo. 

Associated Press 


RAPHAEL SATTER 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Tourists, 
exchange students, mas¬ 
ters of the financial universe 
and other business travel¬ 
ers: It’s time to buckle up. 
More pollution is likely to 
mean bumpier flights for 
trans-Atlantic travelers, re¬ 
searchers say, predicting 
increased turbulence over 
the North Atlantic as car¬ 
bon dioxide levels rise. 
University of East Anglia cli¬ 
mate expert Manoj Joshi 
said scientists have long 
studied the impact of the 
carbon-heavy aviation in¬ 
dustry on climate change 
but he took a new tack. 
“We looked at the effect 
of climate change on avia¬ 
tion," he said. 

In a paper published Mon¬ 
day in the journal Nature 
Climate Change, Joshi and 
colleague Paul Williams ran 
a climate simulation that 
cranked up the level of 
carbon dioxide in the at¬ 
mosphere to twice its pre¬ 
industrial level — roughly 
50 percent more than now. 
Williams said they ran a se¬ 
ries of turbulence-predict¬ 
ing algorithms for the North 
Atlantic winter period and 
compared the results to 
pre-industrial rates. 

Queasy fliers need read no 
further. 

Williams said the results 
showed a 10-to-40 per¬ 


cent increase in the me¬ 
dian strength of turbulence 
and a 40-to-170 percent 
increase in the frequency 
of moderate-or-greater 
turbulence. He described 
the latter as shaking that 
is “strong enough to force 
the pilot to switch on the 
seat-belt sign, knock over 
drinks, and make it difficult 
to walk.” 

The explanation is that 
some models predict that 
global warming will draw 
the jet stream further north, 
creating more of the verti¬ 
cal wind shear that causes 


turbulence. 

Joshi said choppier skies 
might prompt pilots to re¬ 
route their flights. But the 
North Atlantic is a busy 
place for air travel, with 
an average of 960 flights a 
day last week, according 
to aviation data compa¬ 
nies masFlight and OAG. 
Pilots interviewed by The 
Associated Press said — in 
such a crowded air corridor 
— planes were just as likely 
to simply power through. 
“You just got to grin and 
bear it,” said Steven Drap¬ 
er, a retired airline pilot and 


a spokesman for the British 
Airline Pilots Association. Al¬ 
though there’s no clear evi¬ 
dence of rougher skies just 
yet. Draper did say he'd 
seen worse weather — like 
storms — near the end of 
his career. “My experience 
was that they were increas¬ 
ing in intensity and frequen¬ 
cy,” he said. 

Academics who weren’t 
involved in the research 
praised it. 

University of Birmingham 
climatologist Gregor Leck- 
ebush said there weren’t 
any substantial holes that 


he could see, although he 
did note that it relied on a 
single climate model. 

Rob MacKenzie, a pro¬ 
fessor of atmospheric sci¬ 
ence at Birmingham, said 
additional models might 
have refined the research¬ 
ers' results but their overall 
conclusion — “a really neat 
piece of work" — was not 
in doubt. 

The aviation industry is the 
world’s fastest-growing 
source of carbon dioxide 
emissions, a major factor 
in human-driven climate 
change. Solutions including 
plant-based jet fuels and 
carbon offsets have been 
considered, but politicians, 
aviation companies and 
international travelers have 
so far failed to significantly 
blunt the environmental im¬ 
pact of air travel. 

Werner Krauss, a social an¬ 
thropologist and the author 
of “The Climate Trap,” said 
he doubted that the pros¬ 
pect of a more turbulent 
New York-to-London flight 
would jolt anyone into ac¬ 
tion. 

“For decades now, envi¬ 
ronmentalists and climate 
scientists (have confront¬ 
ed) us on an almost daily 
basis with doom scenarios,” 
said Krauss. “Do people 
still listen? I am not sure, 
and I am afraid bumpy air 
travel ... won't come as a 
shock.'O 


Stephen Hawking: Explore space for humanity’s sake 


ALICIA CHANG 
AP Science Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Ste¬ 
phen Hawking, the British 
physicist who spent his ca¬ 
reer decoding the universe 
and even experienced 
weightlessness, is urging 
the continuation of space 
exploration — for human¬ 
ity's sake. 

The 71-year-old Hawking 


said he did not think hu¬ 
mans would survive an¬ 
other 1,000 years “without 
escaping beyond our frag¬ 
ile planet.” Hawking made 
the remarks Tuesday at Ce- 
dars-Sinai Medical Center 
in Los Angeles, where he 
toured a stem cell labora¬ 
tory that’s focused on try¬ 
ing to slow the progression 
of Lou Gehrig's disease. 


Csmirn Medical Of 



In this photo provided by 
Cedars-Sinai, British cosmol- 
ogist Stephen Hawking, who 
has motor neuron disease, 
gives a talk titled “A Brief His¬ 
tory of Mine,” to workers at 
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 
in Los Angeles, on Tuesday, 
April 9, 2013. 

Associated Press 


Hawking was diagnosed 
with the neurological dis¬ 
order 50 years ago while a 
student at Cambridge Uni¬ 
versity. He recalled how he 
became depressed and 
initially didn’t see a point in 
finishing his doctorate. But 
he continued his studies. 

“If you understand how 
the universe operates, you 
control it in a way,” he said. 
Renowned for his work on 
black holes and the origins 
of the cosmos. Hawking is 
famous for bringing esoter¬ 
ic physics concepts to the 
masses through his best¬ 
selling books, including “A 
Brief History of Time,” which 
sold more than 10 million 
copies worldwide. 

Hawking has survived lon¬ 
ger than most people with 


Lou Gehrig's disease, also 
known as amyotrophic lat¬ 
eral sclerosis. ALS attacks 
nerve cells in the brain 
and spinal cord that con¬ 
trol the muscles. People 
gradually have more and 
more trouble breathing 
and moving as muscles 
weaken and waste away.\ 
Hawking receives around- 
the-clock care, can only 
communicate by twitching 
his cheek, and relies on a 
computer mounted to his 
wheelchair to convey his 
thoughts in a distinctive ro¬ 
botic monotone. Despite 
his diagnosis, Hawking has 
remained active. In 2007, 
he floated like an astronaut 
on an aircraft that creates 
weightlessness by making 
parabolic dives.Q 
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Auction includes Parker’s 
Carrie Bradshaw shoes 


NEW YORK (AP) — Sarah 
Jessica Parker is auctioning 
three pairs of shoes from 
her Carrie Bradshaw days 
to raise money for a New 
York high school. 

Her “Sex and the City” 
shoes from Prada, Jona¬ 
than Kelsey and Dolce Vita 
will be sold alongside Elvis 
Presley's brown leather 
boots, Shaquille O'Neal 
basketball shoes — size 22 
— and pink platforms that 
Britney Spears wore on 
tour. 

The auction benefits La- 
Guardia High School of 
Music, Art and the Per¬ 
forming Arts, according 
to statement Wednesday 
from Gotta Have Rock and 
Roll, a memorabilia com¬ 
pany. 

It will also feature Madon¬ 
na's leopard-print boots. 


L 1 rt 



This Feb. 6, 2013 file photo 
shows actress Sarah Jessica 
Parker at amfAR's New York 
gala at Cipriani Wall Street in 
New York. Associated Press 

Sylvester Stallone's fur ones 
and Eminem’s white sneak¬ 
ers. 

The sale starts on Apr. 24.Q 


NBC renews Carson Daly’s 
show for 13th season 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — NBC 

is keeping Carson Daly’s 
show in its late-night lineup. 
The network announced 
Wednesday that it's re¬ 
newing “Last Call with Car- 
son Daly" for the show’s 
13th season. 

NBC lauded Daly for cre¬ 
ating what the network 
called “a unique late-night 
format.” His program airs 
at 1:35 a.m. Eastern time 


(0635 GMT). Daly says he's 
proud of “Last Call” and 
grateful to continue with it. 
He also hosts the NBC sing¬ 
ing contest “The Voice." 
NBC previously announced 
plans to shake up the “To¬ 
night Show," replacing 
Jay Leno with Jimmy Fal¬ 
lon next year. The network 
hasn’t said who will take 
Fallon’s place as host of 
“Late Night.’O 



In this March 20, 2013 file photo, Carson Daly arrives at the 4th 
season premiere screening of “The Voice” at the TCL Theatre, in 
Los Angeles. Associated Press 


Ben Affleck reflects 
on Oscar speech 



In this Feb. 24, 2013 file photo, Ben Affleck poses with his award 
for best picture for “Argo” during at the Oscars at the Dolby 
Theatre, in Los Angeles. Associated Press 


NATALIE ROTMAN 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Ben 

Affleck took home the 
best picture Oscar at this 
year's Academy Awards 
for his Iran hostage drama 
“Argo.” But what every¬ 
one really remembers is 
that emotional, slightly un¬ 
comfortable acceptance 
speech. Everyone, appar¬ 
ently, except Affleck. 

“I barely remember the 
Oscar speech,” the actor- 
director said when asked 
about it at Tuesday’s pre¬ 
miere of his latest film. “Cer¬ 
tainly, the most important 
thing for me, in a way, was 
to honor my wife and to let 
people know how much I 
love her." 

During his speech Affleck 
choked up while thanking 
his wife, Jennifer Garner, 
for working on their “mar¬ 
riage for 10 Christmases.” 

“I think you can tell what 
people care about really 
by their actions — by what 
they invest in, by what they 
work on,” he explained. 
“It's hard to tell somebody 
that you care about them 
when you're never around 
them and you don’t see 
them and talk to them. So 
that was what I was trying 
to get across. Although I 
don’t know how articulate 
I was.” 

Affleck was joined by co- 
stars Olga Kurylenko and 
Rachel McAdams for the 
Los Angeles premiere of 
Terrence Malick’s romantic 
rumination “To the Won¬ 


der,” which opens Friday. 
Affleck, 40, admitted that 
seeing the celebrated 
director in action was in¬ 
deed a wonder to behold. 
“I think that you know he’s 


NEW YORK (AP) — A Brook¬ 
lyn, New York-based poet 
has won a prize named 
for one of the New York 
City borough's most fa¬ 
mous former residents, 
Walt Whitman. The Acad¬ 
emy of American Poets an¬ 
nounced Wednesday that 
Chris Hosea has won the 
Walt Whitman Award for 


a director who does really 
unusual stuff, really interest¬ 
ing stuff, and somebody 
who works outside the typi¬ 
cal Hollywood norm. And 
that’s interesting to other 
directors, certainly to me, 
because you go like ‘wow, 
what would happen of you 
experiment with this?'" 

The film stars Affleck as an 
American whose relation¬ 
ship with a woman he met 
overseas turns cold, leav¬ 
ing him drifting back to¬ 
ward a childhood love. 

“To the Wonder” was the 
last review written by cel¬ 
ebrated film critic Roger 
Ebert, who died Tuesday, 
and it sent “shivers” down 
Affleck’s spine. 

“I thought it was a pro¬ 
found honor,” he said. “To 
have this be the last movie 
that he reviewed and to 
have it viewed through 
this sort of transcendental 
lens of a man at the end 
of his life is as important as 
anything that’s ever hap¬ 
pened around movies in 
my career. 


a debut collection. Hosea 
will receive $5,000 and his 
book, “Put Your Hands In,” 
will be published by Louisi¬ 
ana State University Press. 
The winner was chosen by 
one of the greatest con¬ 
temporary poets, John 
Ashbery. The Whitman 
award was established in 
19750 



This 2011 photo released by the Academy of American Poets 
shows poet Chris Hosea. Associated Press 


Brooklyn-based poet 
wins Whitman prize 
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This undated image originally released by MTV shows the cast of the new reality series “Buckwild,” 
from left, Shain Gandee, Anna, Katie, Salwa, Joey, background center, Ashley, Tyler, background 
right, Cara and Shae. Associated Press 


MTV cancels ‘BUCKWILD’ 
after star’s accidental death 


VICKI SMITH 
Associated Press 
MORGANTOWN, West Vir¬ 
ginia (AP) — MTV said 
Wednesday it is canceling 
its West Virginia-based re¬ 
ality TV show “BUCKWILD” 
a week after the acciden¬ 
tal death of 21-year-old 
star Shain Gandee. 
Network spokesman Jake 
Urbanski confirmed the 
news, saying it was “not an 
easy decision.” 

“But given Shain’s tragic 
passing and essential pres¬ 
ence on the show, we felt 
it was not appropriate to 
continue without him,” the 
network said. “Instead, we 
are working on a mean¬ 
ingful way to pay tribute 
to his memory on our air 
and privately.” On Sun¬ 
day, MTV will air a special, 
“BUCKWILD: WV to the 
NYC,” which was shot be¬ 
fore second-season filming 
had begun. The network 
said Shain's parents. Dale 
and Loretta Gandee, sup¬ 
port the move. Gandee 
and two others were found 
dead of carbon monoxide 
poisoning on April 1. Gan- 
dee’s SUV was stuck in a 
mud pit near his home in 
Sissonville, its tail pipe sub¬ 
merged. That could have 
allowed the invisible gas to 
fill the vehicle's cabin. 
Gandee, his 48-year-old 
uncle, David Gandee, and 
27-year-old friend Donald 
Robert Myers had last been 


seen leaving a bar at 3 
a.m. March 31. Friends and 
family searched all day for 
them, and authorities is¬ 
sued a missing-persons re¬ 
port the following day. 

The Gandees were buried 
Sunday after a joint me¬ 
morial service in Charles¬ 
ton that drew hundreds 
of friends, family and fans. 
Cameras were not allowed 
inside the Charleston Mu¬ 
nicipal Auditorium or at 
the private family burial in 
Thaxton Cemetery. 

Shain Gandee, nicknamed 
“Gandee Candy” by fans, 
was a breakout star of the 
show that followed the 
antics of young friends en¬ 
joying their wild country 
lifestyle. Season one was 
filmed last year, mostly 
around Sissonville and 
Charleston. 

Gandee favored four- 
wheelers, pickups and SUVs 
over cellphones and com¬ 
puters, and “mudding,” or 
off-road driving, was one 
of his favorite pastimes. It 
was no coincidence some 
mourners arrived in mud- 
splattered trucks. 

Shooting was underway on 
season two at the time of 
Gandee’s death, but MTV 
said film crews were not 
with him over Easter week¬ 
end and hadn't filmed him 
since earlier that week. 
MTV said the half-hour 
series in the old “Jersey 
Shore” time slot was pulling 


in an average of 3 million 
viewers per episode since 
its premiere and was the 
No. 1 original cable series 
on Thursday nights among 
12- to 34-year-olds. 

Some fans reacted angrily 
to the decision on social 
media, launching a cam¬ 
paign to keep the show 
alive using the hash tag 
(hash) Keep Buckwild ForS- 
hain on Twitter. Cast mem¬ 
ber Cara Parrish was also 
among those objecting. 

“I think MTV should show 
reality. Losing Shain broke 
all our hearts,” Parrish 
tweeted. 

Although the idea of film¬ 
ing wifhouf Gandee “hurts 
me clear through my soul,” 
she wrote, “the thought of 
turning our backs on his 
dreams is worse.” 

But many others, including 
some at Gandee’s funeral, 
said fhe show jusf wouldn’t 
have been the same with¬ 
out him. The network issued 
a statement from Loreffa 
and Dale Gandee, thank¬ 
ing fans for their thoughts 
and prayers. 

“We have truly felt all the 
love and know that Shain 
is resting peacefully,” they 
said. “Shain was an incred¬ 
ible, outgoing and positive 
person who was loved by 
whoever he met. We are 
honored that we were 
able to let the world see 
what a wonderful son we 
had.'U 



Review: Rita Moreno’s 
memoir is survivor’s story 



It ITA 
MORENO 


This book cover image 
released by Celebra shows a 
self-titled memoir by actress 
Rita Moreno. Associated Press 

DOUGLASS K. DANIEL 
Associated Press 

The award-winning actress 
Rita Moreno opens up — 
way, way up — in a mem¬ 
oir driven less by recollec¬ 
tions from her career than 
by her effort to overcome 
crippling self-doubts. 

Fans eager to learn what 
it was like to dance for 
Gene Kelly (in “Singin’ in 
the Rain”), share a sound- 
stage with Yul Brynner (in 
“The King and I”) and per¬ 
form the choreography of 
Jerome Robbins (in “West 
Side Story”) aren’t likely to 
be satisfied with Moreno’s 
brisk treatment of her work. 
Yet, Moreno wasn’t shaped 
by the roles she played. 
She focuses her story on a 
journey of self-discovery, 
and it’s that introspection 
that gives her memoir its 
punch. 

Her success story is so 
American. Her mother 
brought 5-year-old Rosita 
Dolores Alverio to the Unit¬ 
ed States from Puerto Rico 
to seek a better life — as 
much or more for herself as 
for her daughter. 

She left her husband (the 
first of five) and her young 
son in Juncos, a village lit¬ 
tle Rosita saw as a sensual 
place of beauty and won¬ 
der amid the El Yunque 
rain forest. 

New York City was a for¬ 
est of a different sort, cold 
and indifferent with overt 
racism. Rosita didn't speak 
English when she arrived, 
further marking her as an 
outsider, but she learned 
the language — and how 


to dance. 

Guided by Paco Cansino, 
Rita Hayworth’s teacher 
and uncle, Rosita be¬ 
gan performing at 9 and 
dropped out of school as 
her career blossomed. The 
stage name Rosita Moreno 
was one of two legacies 
from a stepfather she de¬ 
spised. The other was a 
house in the Long Island 
suburbs, far from the ethnic 
ghettos of the city, which 
gave her a softer view of 
American life. 

MGM studio chief Louis B. 
Mayer declared Moreno 
to be “a Spanish Elizabeth 
Taylor” and hired her. The 
first movie star she met in 
Hollywood was Clark Ga¬ 
ble, who told her: “Rosita. 
Great name, kid.” A cast¬ 
ing agent disagreed, de¬ 
ciding that it was too Ital¬ 
ian and changing it to Rita. 
The sweet and sour flavors 
of ethnicify were never far 
away. Moreno was a tal¬ 
ented beauty but pigeon¬ 
holed in films as a “spit¬ 
fire" or some ofher kind 
of exotic nonwhite. Even 
after she won an Oscar 
as a supporting actress in 
“West Side Story,” released 
in 1961, many doors re¬ 
mained closed. 

As she neared and then 
passed 40, she fought to 
continue her career in 
spite of the burdens of age 
and ethnicity. 

No wonder Moreno, now 
81, thought from the begin¬ 
ning that it would all come 
crashing down eventu¬ 
ally. Outward confidence 
aside, she was bedeviled 
by doubts and fears and 
secrefly believed that she 
was faking it all. 

Her relationships with domi¬ 
neering men, particularly 
Marlon Brando, reflected 
her low self-esteem. She 
broke up with Brando a 
half-dozen times, returning 
to the notorious narcissist 
again and again. Driven 
to despair by an abortion 
and a suicide attempt — 
both stemmed from her 
affair wifh Brando — she 
managed to summon the 
strength to begin years of 
psychic healing. 

That may well be Rita 
Moreno’s greatest 

accomplishment.^ 
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The military prep 
school scam 



About the children 



Joe Nocera 


© 2013 New York Times News Ser¬ 
vice 

Is there any institution of higher 
learning that isn’t gaming the 
system to gain athletic advan¬ 
tage? I’ve come to believe the 
answer is no. 

Harvard? Last year, before an¬ 
nouncing that the university had 
uncovered widespread cheat¬ 
ing, a Harvard administrator 
sent an email to the university’s 
resident deans, saying that po¬ 
tentially culpable athletes might 
withdraw from school temporar¬ 
ily. That way, the cheating scan¬ 
dal wouldn’t cost them eligibility. 
On the other side of the country, 
the University of California, Davis, 
had long kept athletics in per¬ 
spective - until 2007, when it in¬ 
explicably joined the big boys in 
Division 1. Vowing not to cut any 
“minor” sports, it did just that as 
athletic expenses soared. Prom¬ 
ising not to lower standards, it 
abandoned that vow, too. 

After the UC Davis faculty ath¬ 
letic representative refused to 
support the application of “a 
talented basketball player with 
a questionable academic back¬ 
ground,” she was removed from 
that position, according to a re¬ 
port by the Investigative Report¬ 
ing Program at the University of 
California, Berkeley. The basket¬ 
ball player was admitted. 

Which brings us to today’s sub¬ 
ject: the military academies. In¬ 
credibly, even the Naval Acade¬ 
my, the Air Force Academy and 
West Point, charged with training 
the next generation of military 
leaders, systematically abandon 
their standards and admissions 
processes when a good athlete 
is within reach. 

Their highly questionable enroll¬ 
ment practices make one won¬ 
der whether the academies 
care as much about their mission 
these days as they do about win¬ 
ning football games. 

There are two ways the military 
academies sneak in athletes 
who fail to meet their admissions 
standards. First, they all operate 
prep schools whose original pur¬ 
pose - preparing promising en¬ 
listed personnel for the rigors of 
an academy education - is long 
outdated. 

Instead, the prep schools, which 
cost taxpayers around $25 mil¬ 
lion or so per year, are used for 
other purposes, including “red- 
shirting” athletes - that is, stock¬ 
piling them for a year - when 


their high school records would 
prevent them from being admit¬ 
ted directly from high school. 
For instance, of the 300 students 
in the 2011 class of the Naval 
Academy Prep School, 110 are 
recruited athletes - typical for 
the other service academies. 
Oh, and they get paid a monthly 
stipend - which would seem to 
be a rather blatant violation of 
NCAA rules 

When I talked to academy of¬ 
ficials, they pooh-poohed the 
idea that the prep school was 
a place to sneak athletes in 
through the back door. Because 
athletics are so important, said 
a public affairs officer, “we con¬ 
sider every midshipman to be an 
athlete.” 

But the statistics tell a different 
story. Nearly 80 percent of the 
52-member Navy lacrosse team 
came through the Naval Acad¬ 
emy Prep School; for returning 
football lettermen, the percent¬ 
age is around two-thirds. 
Meanwhile, West Point recently 
built a new $107 million campus 
for its prep school. An aerial shot 
of the new campus on the Mili¬ 
tary Academy Prep School web¬ 
site highlights its dominant fea¬ 
ture: acres of lush athletic fields. 
The second scam involves the 
nonprofit foundations that ex¬ 
ist to give financial support to 
the service academies. Among 
other things, the foundations of¬ 
fer scholarships to athletes to go 
to certain prep schools that stress 
certain sports - with the proviso, 
of course, that they then attend 
whichever service academy the 
boosters are supporting. (In 2010, 
when a Naval Academy athlete 
who had gotten in via the foun¬ 
dation route tried to withdraw, 
saying “this isn’t the place for 
me,” the foundation demand¬ 
ed the return of his prep school 
“scholarship” money.) 

Although Ed Wallace, a retired 
Navy captain who runs the Na¬ 
val Academy foundation’s “ath¬ 
letic and scholarship programs,” 
denied that it directed athletes 
to certain schools - or that it 
singled out recruited athletes for 
financial support - a document 
outlining this contractual obliga¬ 
tion is on the Naval Academy 
Foundation’s website. Or rather, 
it was. 

It was removed in 2012, when 
the NCAA began an investiga¬ 
tion into the practices of the 
prep schools and the founda¬ 
tions. (Despite some pretty ob¬ 
vious violations of its rules, the 
NCAA dropped the investigation 
last year.) 

Of course, these practices are 
troubling for reasons that go far 
beyond the NCAA Is it really ap¬ 
propriate for our military acad¬ 
emies to favor recruited athletes 
over more qualified candidates? 
Surely there’s a lot more at stake 
when the academies lower their 
admissions standards than when, 
say. Auburn does. 

There is also the sequester. The 
Navy right now is in the process of 
canceling deployments, ground¬ 
ing airplanes and deferring ship 
maintenance. □ 



Bill Keller 

© 2013 New York Times News Ser¬ 
vice 

The defenders of traditional mar¬ 
riage tell us the argument is, first 
and foremost, about the chil¬ 
dren. You might not know that 
from the buzz surrounding the 
Supreme Court deliberations. 
The children of gay and lesbian 
parents got a few splashes of at¬ 
tention, including a powerful en¬ 
dorsement of marriage equality 
from the 60,000-member Ameri¬ 
can Academy of Pediatrics and 
one sympathetic-sounding aside 
from Justice Anthony M. Ken¬ 
nedy during the hearings. But for 
the most part, the debate has 
focused on the rights of grown¬ 
ups and the powers of states, 
not so much on the well-being of 
children. And when that subject 
does come up, the discussion is 
often shallow or misleading. 

So let’s talk about the children. 
The stakes for children in this de¬ 
bate fall roughly into two cat¬ 
egories. One is legal: A great 
scaffolding of laws and benefits 
created to keep children secure 
and loved is denied to children 
who grow up with parents of 
the same gender. Can that be 
solved without letting same-sex 
couples marry? The other is so¬ 
cial: Researchers have attempt¬ 
ed to ascertain whether kids who 
grow up with two moms or two 
dads fare differently from kids 
growing up with one of each. Is 
there any reason to think same- 
sex households are bad for kids, 
and if so should policymakers 
tread carefully? 

Take the legal question first. 
Nobody knows how the Supreme 


Court will rule, but the best guess 
of court-watchers is this: The jus¬ 
tices will throw out the federal 
Defense of Marriage Act, assuring 
that married same-sex couples 
will be entitled to approximately 
the same treatment under feder¬ 
al law as other couples. But they 
seem likely to leave it up to the 
states to decide whether gays 
can get married in the first place. 
That means, first of all, that states 
can continue to deny children of 
homosexuals many safeguards 
that protect children of straight 
couples. The history of this issue is 
filled with stories of hardship and 
heartbreak befalling children 
whose parents are not recog¬ 
nized as - well, as parents. There 
are the cases of mothers and fa¬ 
thers turned away from a child’s 
hospital bed because they are 
not “family.” There are the cases 
of beloved adults denied visita¬ 
tion rights after a breakup. Many 
states restrict the ability of a gay 
parent to adopt or to respond to 
a child’s medical emergency. Di¬ 
vorce laws were created in large 
part to assure that children get 
financial and emotional support 
when marriages end: no mar¬ 
riage, no divorce, no support. 

It is true that a well-crafted civil 
union law_ one that assures gay 
and lesbian partners the same 
spousal parenting rights as mar¬ 
riage - can help remedy these 
cruelties. But many states do not 
offer civil unions. Among those 
that do, not all civil union laws are 
so rigorous; some are mere ap¬ 
proximations of equality that do 
not confer full parental rights. Jus¬ 
tice Ruth Bader Ginsburg might 
refer to them as “skim-milk civil 
unions.” 

And civil unions do not address 
the stigma attached to being 
treated as if your family is not 
a “real” family - a stigma that 
amounts to an official imprima¬ 
tur for bullying and humiliation. 
“Kids understand and internal¬ 
ize the sense that something is 
wrong with their families and that 
they should be ashamed,” said 
Camilla Taylor of Lambda Legal, 
who has followed many of these 
cases through the courts. 


Which brings us to the social 
question. Defenders of the status 
quo (including Justice Antonin 
Scalia) would have you believe 
that the research on children 
growing up with gay parents is 
deeply ambiguous. If you spend 
time in the recent archives of 
such periodicals as Pediatrics, 
Applied Developmental Science, 
Social Science Research and the 
Journal of Marriage and Family, 
you will learn otherwise. 

Taken one by one, the studies are 
far from perfect. The samples are 
usually small and not random. 
Few are “longitudinal” - that is, 
following subjects over years or 
decades. Social science rarely 
delivers conclusive results under 
the best circumstances, and with 
same-sex marriage researchers 
face particular handicaps. The 
number of children who have 
been raised entirely by stable, 
same-sex couples is relatively 
small. (According to the demog¬ 
rapher Gary Gates of UCLA, a 
majority of children being raised 
by gay or lesbian parents were 
born to opposite-sex couples 
who later broke up.) Homosexu¬ 
ality still encounters bigotry that 
makes potential study subjects 
wary. And it is hard to untangle 
all the variables in the raising of 
children. 

But it is fair to say that the re¬ 
search shows no significant dis¬ 
advantage associated with be¬ 
ing raised by lesbian mothers or 
gay fathers - not in academic 
performance, not in psychologi¬ 
cal health, not in social or sexual 
development, not in violent be¬ 
havior or substance abuse. And 
the research leaves little doubt 
that stable, two-parent house¬ 
holds (of whatever flavor) are 
likely to be better off financially, 
more attentive to the upbringing 
of children and more secure than 
single-parent households. 

Of course, the burden of proof 
lies with opponents of marriage 
equality. In legal parlance, they 
are the ones who seek to es¬ 
tablish a “governmental inter¬ 
est” that justifies discriminating 
against gay couples. So where’s 
their evidence?^ 
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AP Interview: Joan Baez returns to past in Vietnam 



In this March 31, 2013 photo released by Metropole Hanoi, Joan Baez stands with her back to the 
wall of an historic bomb shelter under the Metropole Hotel in Hanoi, Vietnam. The folk singer and 
social activist spent a few days recently reliving her past, returning to Hanoi for the first time since 
December 1972, when American B-52s were raining bombs on it. 

Associated Press 



In this April 6, 2013 photo, Joan Baez laughs while speaking to 
former staff at the Metropole Hanoi in Hanoi, Vietnam. The folk 
singer and social activist visited Vietnam recently for the first 
time since she came to the country in December 1972 as part of 
an American peace delegation. 

Associated Press 


CHRIS BRUMMITT 
Associated Press 
HANOI, Vietnam (AP) — At 

72, Joan Baez is not short 
of events to anticipate: 
She has her mother’s 100th 
birthday party, a tour of 
Australia and a new passion 
— painting — to explore. 
But the folk singer and so¬ 
cial activist has spent a few 
days reliving her past, re¬ 
turning to Hanoi for the first 
time since December 1972, 
when American B-52s were 
raining bombs on it. 

Each night, Baez would 
scurry to the bunker under¬ 
neath her government-run 
hotel, her peace mission to 
North Vietnam interrupted 
by the reality of war. With 
the blast waves making 
her night dress billow, she 
would tremble until dawn, 
sometimes singing, some¬ 
times praying. 

“That was my first experi¬ 
ence in dealing with my 
own mortality, which I 
thought was a terrible cos¬ 
mic arrangement,” Baez 
said last week in an inter¬ 
view in the same hotel 
in the Vietnamese capi¬ 
tal, taking a break from a 
painting-in-progress on an 
easel beside her. “It is OK 
for everyone else to die, 
but surely there was anoth¬ 
er plan for me?” she joked. 
The U.S. launched its heavi¬ 
est bombing raids since 
World War II against targets 
in Communist North Viet¬ 
nam, which was fighting to 
overthrow the U.S.-backed 
government of South Viet¬ 
nam. The bombardment, 
which mostly targeted Ha¬ 
noi, lasted 11 days over 
Christmas in 1972. 

Baez traveled to Vietnam 
then with three other Amer¬ 
icans to see firsthand the 
effects of the war and de¬ 
liver mail to U.S. prisoners 
being held in Hanoi. Many 
at home were angry at her 
trip because they believed 
it gave support to Ameri¬ 
ca’s enemy. After the war, 
Baez spoke out against hu¬ 
man rights abuses by the 
victorious Communist gov¬ 
ernment. 

Baez stayed this time in 
the same hotel where she 
and the rest of the peace 
delegation were put up 
40 years ago by the North 
Vietnamese government, 
which was happy to wel¬ 


come those willing to listen 
to its side of the story. The 
building is now more luxu¬ 
rious, and goes under a 
different name. The Metro¬ 
pole Hanoi, but much of it 
remains the same. 

She was quick to visit the 
recently unearthed bunker 
that sits just beyond one of 
the hotel bars. Soon after 
descending, she put her 
hand to the cement wall, 
closed her eyes and sang 
out the African-American 
spiritual, “Oh Freedom,” a 
song she often sang during 
civil rights rallies in the Unit¬ 
ed States in the 1960s. 

“I felt this huge warmth,” 
she said of her feelings. “It 
was gratitude. I thought I 
would feel all these wretch¬ 
ed things about a bunker 
but it was love that it took 
care of me." 

On her return from Vietnam 
in 1973, she released an ex¬ 
perimental album, “Where 
Are You Now, My Son?" The 
record features taped, spo¬ 
ken-word recordings taken 
from the bunker and the 
hotel and the sounds of Ha¬ 
noi, including air-raid sirens 
and dropping bombs. Over 
a piano accompaniment, 
Baez sings of her time in Ha¬ 
noi, including the Christmas 
celebrations in the hotel 
lobby and morning trips to 
see the devastation left by 
the American bombs. 
Baez’s time trip to Vietnam 
is just one part of a life that 


blazes through the cultural 
and political history of the 
United States. 

She began her musical 
career in the folk clubs of 
Cambridge, where in 1961 
she met Bob Dylan, who at 
that time was little known 
while she was a rising folk 
star. They had a high-profile 
romantic and musical re¬ 
lationship for a few years. 
Known mostly for singing 
other people’s songs, she 
has recorded more than 50 
albums, mostly recently a 
2008 record that was pro¬ 
duced by Steve Earle. 

Baez has always placed her 
social activism ahead of 
her musical career, a com¬ 
mitment in part fostered 
by parents’ conversion to 


Quakerism when she was 
a child. A pacifist, she was 
a leading voice in the civil 
rights movement and the 
anti-Vietnam War protest. 
She has supported scores 
of campaigns across the 
United States dealing with 
poverty, racism, environ¬ 
mental degradation and 
the wars in Iraq, as well as 
oversea causes. 

She was on a private trip 
to Vietnam this time but 
visited a local international 
school where she sang and 
spoke to the children. She 
reminded them of her first 
act of civil disobedience 
as a 16-year-old when she 
refused to go home dur¬ 
ing an air-raid drill from her 
school in California. Asked 


how she keeps going as an 
activist, she spoke of the im¬ 
portance of personal “little 
victories” to set against the 
inevitable “big defeats” 
such as climate change 
and the unchecked pace 
of arms sales around the 
world, but also spoke of her 
need now to stay at home 
with her mother. 

Baez had always shunned 
party politics, but in 2008 
made an exception for 
Barack Obama. One year 
into his second term as U.S. 
president, she now says she 
is unlikely to do so again. “In 
some ways I’m disappoint¬ 
ed, but in some ways it was 
silly to expect more,” she 
said. “If he had taken his 
brilliance, his eloquence, 
his toughness and not run 
for office he could have 
led a movement. Once he 
got in the Oval Office he 
couldn’t do anything.” 

To a question on the limits 
of her pacifism — or as she 
says “the what-if-someone- 
is-going-to-shoot-your- 
grandma” scenario — she 
replies: 

“Anybody who says they 
would never do this in any 
situation would probably 
have to check themselves, 
but for the way I lived my 
life and the way I plan to 
live my life does not include 
violence,” she said. “The 
longer you practice nonvi¬ 
olence and the meditative 
qualities of it that you will 
need, the more likely you 
are to do something intel¬ 
ligent in any situation.” 

She said America should 
have not responded with 
violence after the 9/11 at¬ 
tacks. “People say if ‘we 
have tried everything’ but 
they haven’t really tried 
anything, because they re¬ 
ally want to clobber (some¬ 
thing),” she said. “It is what 
we know, it is what is familiar 

— revenge and that stuff." 
Baez still tours the globe, 
but is now slowing down 

— just two monthlong tours 
this year compared to her 
previous three. 

But it’s painting now that 
really fires her. She has 
been at it for just eight 
months. The acrylic in the 
hotel in Hanoi of a young 
Vietnamese boy against 
an orange background is 
her first work that has ever 
been framed. □ 


















